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Catastrophe In The Colquitz Watershed

The third week of November 2011 brought highs and lows to the Colquitz 
fish counting fence behind Tillicum Mall.  Volunteers Chris Bos, Barrie 
Goodwin and Dorothy Chambers experienced a record breaking 162 

large wild coho salmon in the trap in one day. Brilliant red male coho, with 
large hooked noses, weighing upwards of 18 pounds and 30” in length, 
and beautiful large females, each carrying 3,000-5,000 eggs, ready for 
spawning near Quick’s Bottom provided a thrilling sight for the volunteers 
and spectators alike.  

These salmon had started their life 
in the Colquitz four years ago, then 
travelled thousands of miles, up the 
inside passage to Alaska, back down 
the west side of Vancouver Island, 
found their way back to the Colquitz 
and only then were killed by the fuel 
contaminants within a couple of 
kilometres of their breeding grounds.  

Their journey ended 
without spawning. 
The fish fence was removed so the 
salmon could get out of the toxic 
Colquitz, but many died gulping at 
the surface of the water.  On the 
same day, many sculpins, a fish 
favoured by great blue herons, were 
seen jumping out of the water onto 
the deck surface. Like the salmon, 
the sculpins die of suffocation 
because their gills are coated with oil 
and cannot exchange oxygen from 
the water to breathe. Some coho 
were later spotted spawning on Swan 
Creek, right beside an oil boom. The 
pairs of fish work tirelessly for days 
organizing gravel with their body 
movements to build a redd, or nesting 
area where the eggs are laid and 
fertilized. Hopes were dashed as the 
creek water levels dropped and the 
surface oil then moved freely through 
the gravel redd and contaminated the 
newly laid eggs.

 The daily visits of seals, river otters, 
and mink ended in the days since 
the spill. Oil collects on their fur 
and damages its water proofing and 
insulating value causing them to 
waste more energy keeping warm. 
In addition, in trying to clean the 
oil from their fur they ingest it and 
mothers pass it on to their nursing 
young.

...continued on page 3.

Days later, in the presence 
of the media who came 
to document this rare 
urban wild salmon run 
during our school salmon 
program, we opened the 
trap and the fish were 
dead. 
An oil spill from a home fuel tank near 
Glanford and McKenzie had drained 
into Swan Creek, flowed freely into the 
Colquitz, and had arrived at the fish 
fence killing dozens of fish.  

A large male coho at the counting 
fence just days before the oil spill. 

Photo by Dorothy Chambers
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Newsletter delivery help  
needed on Portage Rd. 

contact Ray Farmer

Neighbourhood News
We welcome comments—please 
let us know what you think of your               
newsletter!

Editor:

	 Karen Laberee 744-5491 
karenl@wulder.com

Article Coordinators:

	 Karen Laberee – 744-5491   
karenl@wulder.com

	 GreenSpace – Dorothy Chambers 
381-6724 dotmot@shaw.ca

	 Local Artist – Chris Bullock	  
384-8236 chrisbullock@shaw.ca

	 Upcoming Events – Katherine Brandt 
389-1560 kmbrandt@telus.net

Published:	

	 Spring (March/April) 
Summer (June) 
Winter/Fall (November)

Unsolicited Articles Welcome.

The deadline for submissions & advertising 
for the next issue is May 8th, 2012

Graphic Design: 

	 Go West Design Group Inc.  
www.gowestgroup.com

Advertising Inquiries:

	 Arden Little 360–2474

Distribution: 

	 All 4000 copies of this  
newsletter are delivered by 
volunteers and we could always 
use more help. Please contact 
Ray Farmer 382–1122.

Additional articles posted onlne at:

	 www.gorgetillicum.ca 

GTCA Board of Directors 2011/12

President: Rob Wickson .............. 2 5 0 - 8 1 2 – 9 1 6 4 
wickson@telus.net
Vice-president: Karen Laberee..... 2 5 0 - 7 4 4 - 5 4 9 1 
karenl@wulder.com
Harry Lewis: ex-officio................. 2 5 0 - 3 8 4 - 8 4 6 0
harrylewis36@gmail.com
Treasurer: Chris Kask.................. 2 5 0 - 3 8 1 - 2 8 4 4 
chriskask@hotmail.com
Membership: John Hoole............ 2 5 0 - 3 8 6 - 7 4 5 8  
jhoole@shaw.ca
Secretary: Arden Little................. 2 5 0 - 3 6 0 - 2 4 7 4 
ardenlittle@shaw.ca
Katherine Brandt......................... 2 5 0 - 3 8 9 - 1 5 6 0 
kmbrandt@telus.net

Norma Dowler............................ 2 5 0 - 5 9 2 - 6 4 0 2
norma.dowler@onfire.ca
Warren Ellam.............................. 2 5 0 - 3 8 2 - 8 6 2 5 
warren.ellam@live.ca
Gabe Epstein.............................. 2 5 0 - 3 8 2 - 1 3 2 8 
belle.leon1@gmail.com
Ray Farmer................................. 2 5 0 - 3 8 2 - 1 1 2 2
ramon.asm@shaw.ca
Trevor Hancock........................... 2 5 0 - 7 2 1 - 9 6 0 9 
greendoc@telus.net
Scott Karpes................................ 2 5 0 - 4 7 7 - 3 4 4 2 
skarpes@hotmail.com
Susan Koolman........................... 2 5 0 - 4 7 5 - 1 8 8 9 
sgkool@shaw.ca
Pam Loadman............................. 250-370-0634
ploadman@telus.net
Julia Menard............................... 2 5 0 - 3 8 1 - 7 5 2 2 
mab@pacificcoast.net
Brian Menzies............................. 2 5 0 - 2 1 3 - 5 3 9 7 
bmenzies@directpublicstrategies.com
Vera Wynn-Williams.................... 2 5 0 - 4 7 8 - 7 2 0 4 
veraww@shaw.ca

The Board meets the first Thursday of each 
month, September to June, at Pearkes Recreation 
Centre. All members are welcome to attend!

a word from the president
Are we tired of hearing about the Craigflower Bridge replacement project yet? 

Unfortunately we are just beginning this project as the timeline for construc-
tion to start is June 2012 with a hope for completion by December. Your 

GTCA Board has worked very hard to make sure that impacts before, during, and 
after completion of this project are fully understood by Saanich staff and Council. 
While we understand the need for folks to travel through our neighbourhood to get 
to various destinations in Great Victoria as we are a gateway community, we simply 
expect those travellers to show respect for the people who live here by driving with 
reduced speeds so that we can all get along and fully enjoy our community.

However, the bridge is not the only thing we have been working on. Planning for the 
14th Annual Gorge Canada Day Picnic has already started with a call for volunteers 
from Harry. Please feel free to contact either Harry or me if you would like to help 
out. Sue Koolman is also working on the Music in Park event for late July this year 
and would appreciate help from anyone who might have some time to assist her.

The next significant event on our calendar is the Annual General Meeting of our 
Association. The meeting will be held at Pearkes Recreation Centre on March 29, 
2012 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Our feature presentations will be about storm 
water management and the health of the Colquitz River. Given the recent event that 
saw 1,000 litres of home heating fuel leaked in to the Swan Creek and Colquitz River 
system, we feel it is time to raise awareness about what happens to storm water as 
it travels through our properties and into the municipal storm water management 
system. Members of GTUF and the GTCA will again provide us with some delicious 
snacks.

The AGM is your opportunity to come out and meet those that have been working 
on your behalf for the past year. You will have a chance to ask all those questions 
you have been saving up and to hear additional details about what is going on in our 
community. But more importantly, it is your opportunity to get involved. The GTCA 
Board is always open to new members who want to bring ideas and experience to the 
table that will help our community association to grow and support the values that 
we have expressed over our history. As your President this past year, I have been 
very proud to work with such a strong group of community volunteers and I am look-
ing forward to meeting all of you at the AGM.  

	 — Rob Wickson, President

NOTICE is hereby given that the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the 

Gorge Tillicum Community  
Association will be held at  

G.R. Pearkes Recreation Centre

Thursday, March 29 at 7pm. 
All members and residents of the community 
are encouraged to attend. Join us as 
we discuss the health of our watershed. 
Refreshments will be provided.



Spring 2012	 www.gorgetillicum.ca     Gorge Tillicum Neighbourhood News	  

During a workshop inspired by the 
community building on Clare Street 
in Victoria, the Karpes family built this 
boulevard book box from old building 
materials. Now their neighbours on 
Orillia are enjoying their efforts. 

Photo by Arden Little

 
GORGE-TILLICUM AREA SPECIALIST 

“I live in this area, and I love it!” 

 

DEANNA NOYCE 
YOUR FAMILY REALTOR 

(250) 818-8806 

WANT TO KNOW  

WHAT YOUR 

HOME IS WORTH? 

Call Deanna Today! 

Camosun 
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Snippets

Recent and upcoming work along Admirals Road has led to the removal of many 
trees. Saanich has a two to one replacement policy and is looking for locations 
around the neighbourhood to plant all of these replacement trees.  

Do you know of any neighbourhood spots that could use a tree? Please email 
admiralsroad@saanich.ca with your location details (photos are welcome too).

What do you think of the speed cushions that have been installed along Ker, 
Davida, Walter, and Vincent? Please send your feedback to  
info@gorgetillicum.ca so that we can pass it along to Saanich Engineering.

Thanks to our neighbours who live on Obed Ave next to the traffic pincher 
points, we are going to have beautiful gardens in these structures instead of 
cement. These volunteers have worked with Saanich Parks in creating the gardens 
and have agreed to be responsible for their care. Please give them a thumbs up if you 
see them working out there! There may be more volunteer opportunities to care for 
plants or trees in some of our boulevards—so stay tuned.

14 people on Obed took advantage of boulevard trees 
donated by Saanich Parks this fall. So watch for a 
leafier, more beautiful street this spring!

Planning has begun for the Annual Gorge Canada Day Picnic. In addition to our 
usual call for volunteers on the day of the picnic itself, we are looking for a few 
new people to fill some coordinator positions. Please let Harry Lewis  
(harrylewis36@gmail.com) know if you are interested in one of the following roles: 
media coordinator, recycling coordinator, poster design, or stage designer/decorator.

Send us a photographic example of “Building Community” for our next newsletter or 
facebook page. Photos can be sent to karenl@wulder.com

Portage Inlet and the Colquitz River 
upstream past Tillicum Mall is a feder-
ally designated and protected Migratory 
Bird Sanctuary. Thousands of birds 
and waterfowl stop here to rest, nest 
and feed. The oil has contaminated the 
water, the shoreline, the ground muck, 
underwater and riparian grasses and 
vegetation that they eat. When feathers 
of birds and waterfowl are in contact 
with oil, they too can die from hypother-
mia, as the insulating and waterproofing 
is destroyed. 

The oil has collected along the banks, 
where it clings to plants and grasses. 

The birds and animals that ingest these 
contaminated plants are also affected. 
It will prevent birds from nesting in the 
estuary, and they carry oil-soaked veg-
etation to other areas for nest building, 
which then affects their young. Saanich 
workers did remove some of the invasive 
canary reed grass where gobs of oil were 
attached to the root system. The creek 
and shoreline vegetation can retain and 
release the thick oil for years to come.

Rocks found in and around flowing 
water of the Colquitz serve as homes for 
mosses, which are an important basic 
element in a freshwater habitat’s food 

chain. Spilled oil can cover these rocks, 
killing the mosses and disrupting the 
local ecology. Insects, frogs, inverte-
brates and fish depend on the algae and 
mosses for shelter, food and habitat to 
lay their eggs, and this loss moves up 
the food chain affecting other species.

Various government agencies have 
deemed this a catastrophic disaster in 
the Swan Creek/Colquitz/Portage Inlet 
waterway. The circle of life is so incred-
ibly fragile and the negative effects of 
contaminants are far reaching.

— Dorothy Chambers

Catastrophe In The Colquitz Watershed ...continued from front page

Building Community
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Top Shelf  Bookkeeping Ltd. 

101 – 76 Gorge Road West 
 Tel: 250-388-9423 

We’ve Moved! 

EFILE from $39 plus GST 

Casual People – Professional Results 

 -Since 1994 - 

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1994

A young raccoon resident 
of Cuthbert Holmes Park. 

Photo by Dorothy Chambers

101-76 Gorge Rd. West
Victoria, BC  V9A 1K5

Tel:	 250-388-9423
Fax:	 250-361-9424

1253 B Esquimalt Rd.
Victoria, BC  V9A 3P4

Tel:	 250-590-4050
Fax:	 250-590-5435

Efile Service from $47 plus HST
2 Convenient Year-Round Locations

ALSO ON-SITE :   X-RAY • LAB • PHARMACY • PHYSIO

101 Burnside Rd. West ( between Tillicum and Harriet )

Mon. to Fri. 7:30am to 9:00pm
Sat.,Sun.& Hol.9:00am to 6:00pm

EXTENDED HOURS

www.burnsideclinic.ca

Randall Garrison, MP
ESQUIMALT–JUAN DE FUCA

We’re here to help 
constituents with 
Federal government  
programs and  
services.
Mon–Thurs, 10am–4pm,  

or by appointment 

A2–100 Aldersmith Place, 
View Royal

250-405-6550

Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca

www.randallgarrison.ndp.ca

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

RG-ad-GTNN-1202.indd   1 2/10/12   11:18:52 AM
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The

The recent oil spill into the Colquitz Creek has yet again raised the issue of how 
we manage stormwater runoff from our urban areas.  Presently we have a vast 
network of pipes and drains the quickly convey water from our roofs, land-

scapes, and roads to the nearest ocean or stream outlet.  As water flows over imper-
vious roofs and roads it picks up contaminants such as grit from shingles, heavy 
metals, engine oil, sediment, and bacteria.  In the case of Colquitz Creek, these mate-
rials and runoff are discharged directly into the creek.  In most urban storm drain 
systems, there is little or no treatment of this runoff.  

Although home owners have no control over the larger municipal storm drains, there 
are things that they can do to reduce the amount of stormwater and related pollu-
tion that they generate.  The first and easiest steps home owners should take is to 
increase the water absorption and infiltration capacity of their existing landscape. 

Things to consider include:

How Homeowners Can Improve  
Stormwater Management

5

Green Space

Additional Tips for Homeowners to Prevent Contaminants  
from Entering our Watershed

Prevent Contaminants — Additional Tips

875 Viewfield Road,  
Victoria, B.C. V9A 4V2

Motor Vehicles are a major source of oil pollution. Oils and fluids, brake and tire dust, and 
exhaust particles are deposited on our driveways and streets where they are washed by rain-
fall into the storm drains and nearby creeks.	

•	 Repair leaks in your vehicle quickly; and
•	 Clean up driveway spills with kitty litter 

and dispose of it in the garbage.

•	 Converting lawn areas to shrub areas 
with deep organic soils;

•	 Mulching and top dressing planters 
to increase organics which act like a 
sponge and soak up water;

•	 Planting trees (Douglas fir, Big Leaf 
maple, Garry oaks, etc.) which inter-
cept, absorb, and transpire water.  
The roots of trees also break up hard 
soils which aids water infiltration; 
and,

•	 Reducing the amount of built area 
(roof/paving) on our properties.  

The second step is to slow the delivery of water off of your property to give it a chance 
to infiltrate into the soil.  This can be achieved by adding simple depressions to your 
landscape.  Rather than having perfectly flat lawns, design areas that will pool, col-
lect and infiltrate water.

The third step is more complicated and involves directing runoff from roof areas into 
special landscape facilities that are designed to store, clean and infiltrate runoff.  
These facilities need to be designed by qualified design professionals.  One such 
example is a rain garden.  Rain gardens are depressed landscape areas with sandy 
organic soils that filter and biologically decompose oils and other pollutants.  These 
planters are designed to drain within 24-48 hours to ensure they do not become 
breeding grounds for mosquitoes.  

Combined, these three methods of managing runoff can reduce the amount of storm-
water and pollution generated by a typical single family house.

—  Scott Murdoch

•	 Recycle used motor oil (see www.myrecy-
clopedia.ca for locations); 

•	 Use an automated car wash or wash your 
vehicle on the lawn where the grease, dirt 
and soaps will be absorbed;

Home heating oil and 
other chemicals such 
as solvents, pesticides, 
and fertilizers are toxic 
to fish and aquatic 
plants and animals in 
large quantities, while 
smaller amounts can also 
accumulate in streams 
over time.
Fertilizers stimulate algae growth 
which lowers oxygen levels in water-
ways. Pesticides sold for moss control 
on roofs contain zinc sulphate which 
is toxic to aquatic animals.

•	 Use non-toxic alternatives to con-
trol pests or plant native trees and 
shrubs, which are more resistant to 
disease and pests;

•	 Control moss on your roof by wet 
sweeping or judicious use of zinc 
strips rather than chemicals;  

•	 Let paint rags dry completely and 
then throw them in the garbage. 
Cans of paint can be dropped off at 
the Municipal Yard, 1040 McKenzie 
Ave, during the same hours as the 
garden waste drop-off; 

•	 Other household hazardous wastes 
can be disposed of for free at the 
Hartland Landfill; and 

•	 Inspect your oil tank for leaks on a 
regular basis.

— Tricia de Macedo,  
Saanich Environmental Services

The board members of the Gorge 
Tillicum Community Association 
had a vision to install an interpre-

tive sign at Gorge Park. 

This year that vision will become a real-
ity through the assistance of a matching 
grant from Saanich and the GTCA.

The sign will consist of brief history of 
the park, generously provided by local 
historian Dennis Minaker, some histori-
cal photos and a trail map of the park. 
The sign is currently at the Saanich sign 
shop and will be installed this spring. 
Watch for it near the maple trees, which 
were also planted through a matching 
grant some years ago. 

We hope the sign will be ready for 
our annual Earth Day cleanup on 
Saturday, April 21 from 9am – 1pm. 
Please join us in removing invasive 
plants and cleaning up the park. 
Refreshments will be provided.	  
		   — Ray Farmer

Gorge Park Update
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Art Walk In Our Neighbourhood?
Are you interested in having an Art Walk in our neighbourhood? An event that attracts attention to the wealth of talent we have here? 

An event in which artists of all 
kinds would showcase and 
sell their work either at their 

homes or studios, individually or as 
a group? Artists such as painters 
and glass artists, sculptors and 
potters, photographers, printmakers, 
woodworkers, fabric artists – too many 
to list all here? 

Celebrating Local Artists: Photographer Kate Seymour

Kate Seymour moved into the 
Gorge-Tillicum neighbourhood in 
2006 with her son Dylan, but her 

love affair with photography began much 
earlier than that. It goes back to even 
before she graduated with a BFA from 
the Emily Carr College (now Institute) in 
Vancouver in the early 1990s.

Though she is proficient at digital 
photography and, in fact, works part-
time in the photography department 
at Saanich Center London Drugs, her 
passion is analog black and white 
photography. To further this passion, 
she is the Darkroom Manager of the 
Crossgrain Photographic Society, which 
has a cooperative darkroom studio in 
Xchanges Gallery and Studios, near 
the corner of Government and Bay, and 
she exhibits in shows like the Black 
and White show at the Coast Collective 
gallery in February 2012.

People are not the main subject of 
Kate’s photography.  If she photographs 
people, it is usually people she knows.  
For example, she has a photo-essay 
in the British journal Black and White 
Photography that explores images of 
her mother and her younger brother, 
who has Downs Syndrome.  Called 
“Family Matters,” the essay is designed 
to emphasise the ordinary humanity 
of her brother.  Reaching out to her 
neighbourhood, she produced a 
calendar of images of members of her 
son’s marching band as a fundraiser for 
Spectrum School.

Closest to the heart of her inspiration, 
though, are her still life shots, and 
her images of inner city and Saanich 
neighbourhoods. The still life shots 
involve surprising combinations of 
light and dark. In a photograph I 
particularly like, translucent vintage 

Photographer:  
Kate Seymour

glass buttons and circular paper clips form an abstract design that glows against 
its dark background.  In another, circular ammonite fossils stand out against a 
dark background of seed pods. Of the area shots, I particularly like a photograph of 
Saanich Fair, which Kate photographs every year.  Like the still life shots, this image 
of a midway in motion is a study in light and dark, and like them it explores what I 
understand to be the central mission of Kate`s photography: to reveal for the viewer 
the hidden beauty in objects, in areas, in the things we pass by without noticing.

And much of this beauty she sees in our neighbourhood, to which Kate seems 
quite devoted.  She has joined her local Neighbourhood Watch team, and the Gorge 
Tillicum Community Association, has close relations with many of her neighbours 
in her co-operative housing development on Irma Road, and frequently can be found 
at the Saanich Centennial Library.  So we can expect images of the neighbourhood 
to keep turning up in her photographs; a future project to explore the landscapes of 
inner city parks will include our own Cuthbert Holmes. 	 — Chris Bullock

Translucent vintage glass 
buttons and circular paper 
clips form an abstract design 
that glows against its dark 
background.

With the possibility of some music, 
drama or poetry at some locations?

I was thinking along the lines of the 
James Bay Art Walk - but something a 
bit different, something that we could 
make our own. We might or might not 
be able to organize an event for this 
year – it will depend on the response  
 

to this letter and how quickly we can 
work something out together.

If you are interested in helping set up 
something along these lines, please 
contact me at belle.leon1@gmail.com 
or at 250-382-1328.  We’ll set up a 
meeting of all who are interested, 
share our ideas, and work out a way 
to make it happen.	 — Belle Leon
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For a l l  your home and garden need s !

Burnside Home Hardware | 50 Burnside Road West, Victoria  BC | 250-382-4663

Jane Jacobs at the White Horse Tavern 
- 1961. Phonto credit: Cervin Robinson

Jane’s Walks, which take place in cities all over the world, are named in honour 
of Jane Jacobs, an urbanist and activist whose writings stimulated a fresh, 
community-based approach to city building. 

Jane’s Walk - Sunday, May 6th

Guys’ Night Out – Toddler Time: Tues, March 
27, 6.30 – 7.00 pm at Saanich Centennial Branch. 
For dads, stepdads, fosterdads, granddads, 
uncles & male caregivers with children aged 16 
mo’s to 3 yrs. Register at www.gvpl.ca or at  
250-477-9030. 
Gorge Tillicum Community Association 
AGM: Thurs, March 29, 7:00 – 9:00 pm, 
Pearkes Recreation Centre. Learn more about 
living responsibly in the Colquitz Watershed. 
Refreshments provided.
Guys’ Night Out – Baby Time: Tues, April 3, 
6.30 – 7.00 pm at Saanich Centennial Branch. 
For dads, stepdads, fosterdads, granddads, 
uncles & male caregivers with babies 0-15 mo’s. 
Register at www.gvpl.ca or at 250-477-9030. 
Gorge Tillicum Urban Farmers Meeting: 
Sun, April 15, 3:00 – 5:00 pm at Saanich 
Neighbourhood Place. Topic: What’s eating my 
plants? For more info. contact Gabe Epstein at 
belle.leon1@gmail.com or 250-382-1328.
Earth Day Extraordinaire!: Thurs, April 19,  
3.30 – 4.30 pm at Saanich Centennial Branch. 
Come to the library for recycled stories, reus-
able activities and upcycled crafts. For ages 6-9. 
Register at www.gvpl.ca or at 250-477-9030.
Preschoolers in the Park – Meadow Park: 
Fri, April 20, 10:00 – 11:30 am. This free park 
program lets children (1 month – 6 years) enjoy 
outdoor play on our adventure playgrounds, an 
organized circle time & a guided nature walk 
through the neighbourhood. Bring a stroller or 
child carrier. Registration is not required.
Annual Earth Day Gorge Park Clean-Up: Sat, 
April 21, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Gorge Park East, 
across from the Fairway Market on Gorge Road. 
Free coffee & refreshments. 
Guys’ Night Out – Bedtime Storytime: Thurs, 
May 3, 6.30 – 7.00 pm. Calling Dads, grandpas, 
uncles...bring the kids you love to a special story-
time at Saanich Centennial Library before they go 
to bed. For children newborn to 5 years. Register 
at www.gvpl.ca or at 250-477-9030. 
The Victoria Guilders’ Quilt Show and Sale: 
Fri, May 4 – Sun, May 6 at Pearkes Rec Centre. 
For more info. contact Susan Teece at  
steece@telus.net or 250-658-0299.
Jane’s Walk: May 6. How walkable is our neigh-
bourhood? Where do we need to improve our 
walkability? Watch our website for more details: 
www.gorgetillicum.ca

UpcomingEvents

Jane’s Walk helps knit people together into a strong and 
resourceful community, instilling belonging and encouraging 
civic leadership.

The purpose of Jane’s Walk is to have citizens examine their urban environments 
with a view to finding ways to make them more livable spaces. It has long been rec-
ognized that walkable communities make vibrant communities, and so we would like 
to make walkability the focus for our own Jane’s walk this year.

A firm believer in the importance of local residents having input on how their neigh-
bourhoods develop, Jacobs encouraged people to familiarize themselves with the 
places where they live, work and play

Last year a group of citizens in the Shelbourne corridor used Jane’s walks as one of 
their tools to create a wonderful community driven document titled  
“Creating a Walkable Shelbourne Community” www.saanich.ca/business/action-
plan/shelbourne.html. We are hoping that we can kick start a similar process 
and outcome with our Jane’s Walk on Sunday, May 6th. Meet at Pearkes Rec 
Centre in the Lam Rm at 9:30am.

More details will be announced at the AGM and via our website and mailing list 
closer to the date. 

For background information on Jane’s Walks: www.janeswalk.net.
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Facility Hours:
Jan 1 – April 30th, 2012

M-F: 6:00am-10:00pm | S-S: 7:00am-10:00pm

May 1 – June 30th, 2012
M-F: 6:00am-10:00pm | S-S: 7:00am-9:00pm

closed all stats

3100 Ti l l icum Road  |   Phone 475-5400
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Become a  
member of the  

Gorge Tillicum 
Community  
Association  

TODAY!
Join us for our Annual General 

Meeting, 7pm, March 29th at 

Pearkes Rec Centre. If you haven’t 

renewed your membership yet, 

you can do so in person at the 

AGM. Membership is required to 

vote at the AGM and to run for 

board positions. Please help us 

reach our ambitious goal of 500 

members this year. 

Thank you to all the GTCA 

members—you have helped 

make our neighbourhood a 

better place to live.  

Mail to: 
Gorge Tillicum Community Association,  
P.O. Box 44152, Victoria, BC  V9A 2A0

2011 Membership Application/
Renewal

Name(s) :	 ________________________	

Address:	 ________________________	

___________________________________

Phone:	 ________________________

Email: 	 ________________________

Cheque enclosed 
($5/person $25/business):  

$

At the Centre
G . R .  P E A R K E S  R E C R E AT ION  C E N T R E

PARKS & RECREATION
Pearkes Recreation Centre

PEARKES RECREATION CENTRE |      Follow us www.facebook.com/saanichparksandrecreation

As our society changes, so has how we communicate.  This evolution 
has brought on social media, which has taken on an important role in 
communications for many organizations.  Saanich Parks and Recreation 

is no different. Tools such as Facebook and Twitter have become valuable 
in helping communicate to the community accessing our services or 
those interested in knowing more about the services and facilities we offer. 
Social media allows for the customer to be involved in asking questions and 
commenting on happenings in the community.     

Recent events have demonstrated that these tools can help in other ways.  
For example, during the snow storm in January, utilizing social media 
helped with the challenge of keeping our customers informed on the status 
of programs and facilities.  When phone calls were received at our recreation 
centres enquiring about possible cancellations, customers were advised the 
most up to date information would be posted on Facebook and Twitter.  These 
tools allowed us to communicate program cancellations, closures and changes 
to services quickly and conveniently for many.  

Of course, we continue to maintain our website (www.saanich.ca) with current 
information, and encourage our users to phone or drop in with their questions. 
Our move toward social media is to add to our existing communications, with 
the goal of allowing convenient, timely options for information.   

We encourage you to Like us on Facebook and follow us on  
Twitter @SaanichParksRec


