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Cuthbert Holmes Restoration &

The restoration sites in the ,
park may currently look TR T R
a little rough, and parts G
perhaps, like a slash pile, but
they are an environmental
work of art.

The visionary behind this project

is Sean Wong, Sr. Biologist for the
Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure. He and his ground crew

of technicians and equipment operators

have been working on this project since
May.

The old grassy, weedy lawns at
Admirals Road and Burke Street, near
the Admirals bridge, are becoming a
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New Wildlie Aras

One of the small lake areas created along the berm

throughout the restoration area.

In the same location, channels have
been constructed leading from the
river, to allow the ebb and flow of tide
through the area. These channels are
planted with native aquatic, shore and
terrestrial plants. Appropriate height
level WD has also been added to

create diversity and structure.

Just up stream are the tributary and
mud flats, both very important bird
feeding and nesting areas. Islands have
been constructed and some anoxic
sediments removed. New marine
species have already entered the area
and there is an influx of bird species,
many of which are not usual visitors.

One of them, the Barn Swallow, is on
Continued on page 6
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We welcome comments—please
let us know what you think of your
newsletter!

Editor:

Vera Wynn-Williams 250-516-4903
v.wynnwilliams@gmail.com

Article Coordinators:

GreenSpace — Dorothy Chambers
250-381-6724
dotmot@shaw.ca

Local Artist — Chris Bullock
250-384-8236
chrisbullock@shaw.ca

Historic Content - Scott Karpes
skarpes@hotmail.com

Upcoming Events — Katherine Brandt
250-389-1560
kmbrandt@telus.net

Published:
Spring (March/April)
Summer (June)
Fall/Winter (November)

Unsolicited articles welcome.

The deadline for submissions & advertising
for the next issue is January 15, 2020.

Advertising Inquiries:
Vera Wynn-Williams
250-516-4903
v.wynnwilliams@gmail.com

Distribution:

All 3,800 copies of this
newsletter are delivered by
volunteers, and we could always
use more help. Please contact
Scott Karpes at 778-679-3545.

GTCA Board Meetings

The Gorge Tillicum Community Association
is a non-profit organization that advocates
for the Gorge Tillicum community. The Board
meets at 7pm the second Thursday of each
month from September to June at Pearkes
Recreation Centre.

Everyone is welcome to attend board
meetings. If you want to put an item on the
agenda please email our president one week
in advance.

Agendas will be posted to the GTCA website
a few days in advance of the meeting.

Love Gardening?
Join Our Boulevard Brigade.

The boulevard brigade is a group of
Gorge community neighbours who are
committed to creating beauty in our
boulevards.

In a collaboration with Saanich Parks,
boulevards on Dysart (at Cowper),
Cowper (at Austin) and the 2 pincher
points on Obed were planted with
bushes, flowers and herbs instead of
being filled in with cement or grass.

Saanich Parks provides the plants, soil
and mulch and the boulevard brigade
maintains the gardens. This involves
watering (usually with the help of a
nearby neighbour who has volunteered
their tap and hose) fall and spring clean
ups, and general weeding throughout
the year.

If you know of a boulevard that could
be reclaimed or if you would like to
join the boulevard brigade, please email
us at info@gtca.ca.

-Pam Loadman

Boulevards along Dysart Avenue which are
maintained by local volunteers.

General email: info@gorgetillicum.ca

President:Gabe Epstein
belle.leon1@gmail.com

Vice President: Vera Wynn-Williams
v.wynnwilliams@gmail.com

Treasurer: Chris Kask
chriskask@hotmail.com

Secretary: Scott Karpes
skarpes@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary: Irena Jazwinski
irenajaz@shaw.ca

Communications Coordinator: Phil Lancaster
philiplancaster123@hotmail.com

Chris Bullock
chrisbullock@shaw.ca

Katherine Brandt
kmbrandt@telus.net

Russ Godfrey
rustyg@shaw.ca

Pam Loadman
ploadman@telus.net

Edward Pullman
edwardpullman@gmail.com

Elise Cote
velaquez.cote@gmail.com

Evan Leeson
evan@catalystinternet.com

Arden Little
ardenlittle@shaw.ca

Paul Savinkoff
savvycod@gmail.com
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lewro@me.com

Jon Rathbone
jondrathbone@gmail.com

Gorge Waterway

The GTCA boundaries are the Gorge

Waterway and Portage Inlet shorelines,
the Trans-Canada highway to the north
and Harriet/Whittier/Harriet to the east.

To learn more about Saanich Community
Associations and view the boundaries,
see https://lwww.saanich.ca/EN/main/

community/community-associations.
html
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an update ﬁom the GTCA

Another summer has come and gone.
While the Board took a break from
meeting during July and August, work
continued in many areas.

The weather cooperated and the

Gorge Canada Day Picnic was, once
again, a glorious event -- thanks to all
the people involved in planning the
day and volunteering in one way or
another as well as to the thousands that
participated in the celebration. And,
between conversations, crepes, ice
cream and Greek food, the band Arf the
Dog kept us up and dancing at Music
in the Park.

Our next celebration will be the annual
Lights on the Gorge event in mid-
December. If youd like to help out
with the planning and hosting of this
event, please let us know as soon as
possible.

During the summer, Board members
and others were invited to tour the
remediation work being done in
Cuthbert Holmes Park as part of the
ongoing intersection development.
We were guided through the site by
Dorothy Chambers and biologist Sean
Wong and were amazed, delighted
and impressed by what had been done
thus far and by what was still being
planned. These natural restoration
sites will contribute immensely to the
wildlife in the river and the park and
will add to our enjoyment of this local
treasure. And, speaking of wildlife, at
the time of writing the new fish fence
was operational and salmon counting in
the Colquitz River was about to begin
-- thanks, again, to the Salmon in the

City program.

The weather cooperated and our

Photos: Russ Godfrey

Music in the Park: Arf the Dog had the crowd dancing

twice-a-year cleanup of Gorge Park
resulted in another load of invasive
plant material (together with some
garbage) being removed from the
park. We're also looking forward to
some more extensive cleanup bring
done in the area around the parking
lot in the near future by Saanich Parks
staff. We're pleased with the limits on
parking in the parking lot adjacent to
Craigflower-Kosapsom Park and with
the repair work to the railing along
the Waterway. On the other hand, we
were sorry to see the loss of a grand
old tree in Gorge Park at the foot of
Inez Drive — a tree that was climbed
on, sheltered under, and loved by
many over the years.

As we've said before, let’s all work to
keep our parks in good order. If you
see anything that needs attention,
please call Saanich Parks (250-
475-5522) or Saanich police (the
non-emergency number is 250-475-
4321) -- whichever you consider is
appropriate.

We're delighted with our new website
and hope it’ll help keep everyone

W E ARE

MCKENZIE

VETERINARY SERVICES

COMMUNITY

3888 Carey Road (at Tillicum)
250-727-2125

Since 1988

informed about the GTCA and its
activities as well as about other local

and regional projects and events. If you
haven’t had a chance to check it out yet,
just go to https://www.gorgetillicum.ca --
not just for information about events but
also about how you might be involved
and how to become a GTCA member.

And, as is always the case, the Board has
been monitoring building development
in the neighbourhood —keeping an eye
on what’s already under way, speaking
with developers and architects about
their plans and the GTCA Community
Design Guidelines (available at https://
www.gorgetillicum.ca/gtca-business), and
considering what might come next. (see
the annotated list on page 12)

Finally, by the time you read this, our
four new Working Groups will have had
their first meetings. While the Buildings
and Mobility & Transportation Groups
have strong representation, we'd love a
few more people volunteering to be part
of the Arts and the Green & Blue Groups
- might this be you?

-Gabe Epstein

GTCA President

A full service veterinary clinic in your
neighbourhood. See our website for a
complete list of services and hours.

We make HOUSE CALLS!
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Parking Along
Gorge Road

Readers may have noted new signs for
the parking spaces beside Craigflower
-Kosapsom Park at the junction of
Admirals and Gorge. The rules were
changed in response to complaints
from local residents and park users
that the spaces seemed to be occupied
for long periods of time by employees
of Amica. The GTCA board took the
matter up through Council, who had
also received a number of complaints
directly from local residents. After
considering numerous options,
Saanich Council passed a motion to
limit parking in the two areas on the
Admirals’ side of the park and one area
along Gorge road. This seems to have
resulted in more equitable access to
both the park and Bakeology, though
Amica staff still struggle to find places
to park. Amica management indicated
that they were actively looking for a
solution. The GTCA board is aware
that Amica employees have now begun
parking along residential streets in the
neighbourhood and that parking lots
further along Gorge Road towards
Tillicum now seem less available

than they were before the new rules
came into effect. We will continue to
monitor and to look for a workable
solution.

Gorge Tillicum Refugee
Sponsorship Group Update

The climate may be changing rapidly but
the refugee process grinds on as slowly
as ever. It seems that the family we are
hoping to welcome to Canada has now
finally jumped through all the hoops
required to submit their applications.
As you might imagine, people who

have been stripped of their home, land,
community and country have also

lost their documents and thus, their
identities. The process of establishing
bona fides in an era befuddled by fear of
terrorism has complicated the approval
process. At the moment, the Group can
only wait and hope that what appears to
us as a minor administrative challenge
will not over-tax the humanity and
inventiveness of those responsible for
operating our national refugee system.
In the meantime, we are now told that
the family could arrive within two years.
So, while we wait, we continue to work
to prepare.

At the moment, we are just over a

third of our way to our funding goal

of $110,000 (one year of full family
support for eight people plus airfare).
Fundraising is not an easy process as we
find ourselves competing with many
other worthwhile causes and struggling
to find the energy to organize enough
events to reach our goal. We continue
to look for subscriptions from donors
willing to make monthly, tax-deductible
payments through our Chimp account.
(www.chimp.net) However, we are also

planning a number of fundraising events:

Victoria's Got Talent - Saturday,
November 7, 7:00 pm - 11:30 pm @ St.
Barnabas Church Hall — 1525 Begbie
Street

Tillicaum Elementary Holiday
Market - Saturday, November

16 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm @
Tillicum Elementary School — 3155
Albina Street

Clothing swap at Saanich
Neighbourhood Place. It will be on
Sunday, January 19th from 12:00 pm
to 4:00 pm.

Visit one of the following Bottle
Depot locations — 4261 Glanford
Avenue, 655 Queens Avenue or

3961 Quadra Street — and advise

the cashier at the BEGINNING of
your transaction that you would like
to donate your bottles to the Gorge
Tillicum Refugee Sponsorship Group

account.

Please remember that the family we
are trying to help has been stuck in
refugee limbo for nearly three decades
with no hope in sight. Please consider
making a donation.

It's So Easy To Help!

Set up a regular monthly donation or
make a one time donation through
CHIMP by going to the following link:

https://chim.pn/2vgWBmT

To learn more about the family and the
sponsorship program, or see regular
updates checkout our facebook page.

www.facebook.com/gorgetillicum-
refugeesponsorship

Iamall Bookkeeping Ltd

101-76 Gorge Road West, Tel: 250-388-9423

EFile from $57 puscst

No Appointment Necessary - Interac & All Major Credit Cards Accepted

1253 B Esquimalt Road, Tel: 250-590-4050
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Climate Change and the GTCA

With an election in the offing at the
time of writing most of us might be a
lictle tired of hearing promises about
what the various parties think we want
to hear about climate change. The
deluge of dire climate news keeps
coming with scant evidence that any
past promises have achieved much. If
anything, despite previous pledges to
act swiftly, such progress as there has
been seems glacially slow. However,
there are a few things that might have
gone unnoticed in all the pre-election

hullaballoo.

First, Saanich Council has enacted an
accelerated climate action plan that
will go some way to helping us do what
little can be done at municipal level

to address a global problem. You can
find the report on the Saanich website.
Broadly, the plan focuses on areas

that might generate the biggest return
on investment. The plan includes
measures to reduce the use of fossil
fuels for personal transportation and
home heating as well as a number of
measures to reduce the impact of new
and existing infrastructure. Whether
the proposed action is enough to make
a significant difference and how the

actions it proposes fit within broader
provincial and national plans is not
clear but there is, finally, a plan.

Then there is the emergence of “What's
Next Gorge Tillicuny’, a group of local
residents searching for ways to reduce
our own impact on the planet while
also considering ways to mitigate the
expected effects of what scientists tell
us is coming.

Though still in it's developmental
stage, the group hopes to evolve a
consultative process that engages
members of our community in a

set of activities to help reduce our
collective and individual climate
impacts. Though this may seem an
insignificant project to some, it is
worth remembering that mobilizing
individual small efforts during WW2
(collecting metal, planting Victory
Gardens) made a significant difference
to the war effort.

Finally, thanks to heroic efforts

by Dorothy Chambers and some
others, it is now possible to hope

that salmon and other aquatic species
might survive in the Colquitz River
system. Dorothy’s article explains the

achievements in detail but I have come
to see this outcome as evidence that
provincial and municipal authorities can
occasionally be helped to see the benefit
of preserving wildlife habitat even when
a construction project is involved.

I would like to end with the observation
that some of us have lived through a
constant barrage of ever changing crises
over the course of our lives. Whether it
was the possibility of the break up of our
country during the October Cirises, the
threat of imminent nuclear annihilation
during the Cold War, the Millenium
Y2K Cisis or the housing bubble,

there seem to have always been storm
clouds on our horizon. I don’t wish to
minimize the dangers we now face at all.
There are real and serious threats that
require big changes to the way we live.
But I would like to point out that we are
still here. It might be time for action -
but it is not time for despair.

-Phil Lancaster
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Continued from cover

the Species At Risk Act (SARA) in BC
list, and is federally protected.

Along a trail — that will become a

new entrance to the park — off a small
planned parking area, is a site dubbed
“the lake”, a storm water retention
pond, already attracting large numbers
of butterflies, wildlife, bathing birds,
ducks, dragonflies and invertebrates.
Further into the park, along the base
of the highway berm and still under
construction, is another storm water
runoff area. This will become a beautiful

wetland and another small lake in an area

that was previously a weedy and grassy
field near the river. Not only will this
area provide a wildlife refuge, but it will
filter the runoff water before it empties
into the Colquitz.

Opyster shells and alluvial gravels have
been added in aquatic areas to improve
water quality and provide a better
substrate for aquatic organisms.

Invasive plants have been removed in
restored areas and salvaged soil from the
site has been used to establish thousands
of native plant seedlings, transplants,
live cuttings and potted stock. These
plantings have been added to newly
constructed tidal marsh benches and
islands, wetland areas, the river riparian
zone and upland terrestrial habitats.

The vertical tree poles seen at these sites
not only attract resting/hunting birds,
but many will be equipped with nesting
boxes suitable for different bird species,
and bats. These sites and nest boxes will
be monitored by community groups.

Also ongoing are fish and invertebrate
species surveys, conducted in partnership
with local community stewards like

Salmon In The City and World Fisheries

Trust. Water quality monitors will be

--.,,/1‘:

BRIAN LAING

As your neighborhood expert, dllow me to take the sfress and hassle
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Stakeholders being toured around the site and shown the new features.

in place and meters will be used to
collect data on temperature, dissolved
oxygen, sediment levels and other
parameters in the river and restored
aquatic habitats.

started on what was previously slated
to be a hydroseeded embankment
and somewhat barren clearing. This
area, just east of Admirals Road, will
become another valuable green space
and wildlife habitat with the addition
of native plantings and more woody

debris.

Visible from the park towards the
highway is the new berm. The

lower portions facing the park have
been designed by Dave Polster, a
Bioengineer, using a technique called
‘Rough and Loose’. Again, it may
temporarily look like a slash pile, but
it should help prevent large volume
runoff from the slope above. It is
augmented with LWD, alder seeds
and many native tree seedlings, that
should become a beautiful forest along
what will be a public pathway. It has
been noted by many park walkers that
the berm is very effective with visual
and sound attenuation.

This has been a project with
extensive collaboration and
support between Provincial
and Federal Ministrys,
many departments from the
Municipality of Saanich, the
CRD, multiple conservation
groups, and NGO.

-Dorothy Chambers,
Salmon In The City project,
Colquitz River, Cuthbert Holmes

A smaller new berm has just been Park advocate.

Please respect that these areas are still contained within the active
McKenzie Interchange construction site, and are not yet accessible for
the public. They are also constructed to be wildlife refuge areas and
are off limits for dogs running at large.

o RE/MAX

CAMOSUN

Each Oifion Indapandently Crwned and Operated

away in a hectic market. I'd love to connect with you!

WWW.BRIANLAINGREALTOR.COM
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A Refurbished Fish Fence & Returning Fish

Volunteers from Victoria Golden Rods and Reels installing the panels for the fence.

The fence is located in Cuthbert Holmes Park, just behind Montana’s restaurant.

I teamed up with Esquimalt Anglers to
manage the fish fence operations last
year, and their members set out right
away to obtain funding for some needed
repairs to the fence trap.

The fish fence was built in 2000 and was
lined and topped with wood, which had

deteriorated.

Esquimalt Anglers contracted to Playsted
Sheet Metal, on Devonshire Rd for the

new top.

'k

Saanich Parks has cleared

Financial contributions came from the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans,
Sidney Anglers, Howard English
Goldstream Hatchery, and Esquimalt
Anglers.

New fish nets were supplied by Trotac
Marine.

This is truly a community initiative!

-Dorothy Chambers

'Gorge Park Improvements
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the area around the Gorge Park parking lot by removing dead material and reshaping some of

To the great relief of our commu-
nity the salmon have returned to
spawn in the Colquitz!

It's still early in the count but so
far - as of 10/23/2019 the following
fish have beencounted:

50 males
33 females
1 cutthroat
1 steelhead
1 chinook

None were hatchery fish

the healthy plants/trees. This should improve site lines and curb nefarious activities. They will also clear the area around a
nearby Japanese memorial which had been obscured by the overgrowth of vegetation around it.
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Memories of a Magestic Tree

The neighbourhood recently lost a
unique and special tree. Known fondly
as “The Climbing Tree’ by many, the
large Horse Chestnut that grew in
Gorge Waterway Park near the foot

of Inez Drive was removed in the first
week of September. Saanich Parks
wasn’t happy about it any more than
the rest of the community was but the
tree was infected by white rot fungus
(Ganoderma applamatum) and the
trunk had failed at grade. Sadly, with
no structure left to support itself, it was
a danger to the public. Large pieces

of wood were saved for future park
projects and replacement plantings will
take place soon.

There were magical
spaces, under those
massive branches!

Looking upwards, through the canopy,
the tree seemed to open doors to

a world of imagination and it was
impossible not to be drawn in! I'm
sure many of our readers will recall
seeing kids up in the tree on many
occasion, or perhaps they climbed those
branches themselves! I remember my
own interactions with it, during my
youth in the 1980’s when a close friend
lived at the bottom of Dysart Rd. The
tree was large and impressive even in
those days so it certainly predated the
1967 installation of the chain-link and
walkway. As young teens we spent
hours there and would often climb up
to collect the spiny green chestnuts to
utilize for our neighbourhood mischief!
And, it was a special kind of pleasure

=
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Kids enjoy playing on the massive branches of this great tree.

watching my own kids climb in those
branches, reliving that sense of wonder.
All just treasured memories now...

With an eye to the future, the GTCA
is working with Saanich to see many
more boulevard trees planted - and you
can help. Do you have space on your
boulevard? Saanich will plant a tree

at no cost, provided it doesn’t conflict
with utilities. You simply have to agree
to care for it and water it for at least the
first five years. Wouldn't it be great to
grow more of these giant beauties so that
the next generations can have their own
special memories?

-Scott Karpes

S@nch Want a FREE Tree?

Saanich offers a tree partnership program allowing you to have a
new tree planted on your property frontage. We just need your help
in selecting the tree species as well as maintaining it. and we will

purchase and plant the tree(s)!

To learn more about Saanich’s Partnership Tree Planting Program
check it out on Saanich’s website at the following:

https://www.saanich.ca/EN/main/community/natural-environ-
ment/trees/partnership-tree-planting-program.html

Premium Amenities - Extraordinary Cuisine - Personalized Care

THIS IS SENIOR LIVING

AMICA

ON THE GORGE

994 GORGE RD W
250-220-8000
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Spaces, like people,
need to be celebrated
now and then and
thrive when they are
reminded how valued
they are. Our Gardens’
Fall Picnic Potluck
was, unfortunately,
canceled when we read the skies, leaving
no opportunity to gather and publicly
acknowledge the Gardens’ members, and
others, whose work this year contributed
so significantly to its success.

— GORGE PARK —

COMMUNITY
GARDENS

When standing with others on the
Legislature lawn for one of the recent
Climate Strikes, an acquaintance
enthusiastically remarked about coming

and community supporters have spent
coaxing growth in their allotment
plots, working shared beds to make
things bloom, weeding paths to thwart
the multiplication of weeds, and
conjuring forth dark rich compost have

and somthing positive to the world.
Well grown, well done all!
-Laurie Jones

To learn more about the garden
check out the following:

across a wonderful community garden
in Gorge Park, asking if we knew it. The
time, energy, and care Gardens’ members

Keeping Our Neighbourhood Clean

Gor%]e Park Clean Ug Individuals Making a Difference

Thanks to all those who came out on September 14, to pick Opver three evenings in August, Everett and his mum,
up garbage, pull ivy and remove invasive species. Katherine, picked up over 2892 cigarette butts littered
A around the Gorge Tillicum neighbourhood.

created a welcoming space that not www.gorgegardens.wixsite.com/gorgegardens
only grows food but that adds beauty

Find us on [ /gorgeparkcommunitygardens

L

Paul Savinkoff (picured) and others cleared blackberries from this area,
hopefully giving the young trees a better chance to survive and thrive.

. Phot,e/llathe;"’ne Brai
Everett Wells with some of the cigarett butts he collected.

FACTS ABOUT CIGARETTE BUTTS

Discarded cigarette butts have cellulose filters that break
down into microplastics; they frequently end up on our
streets, in our drains and in our water. Harmful chemicals
that leach from discarded butts include nicotine, arsenic
and heavy metals.

Discarded cigarette remnants are an under-acknowl-
edged, but widespread, pollutant; they are the single
greatest source of ocean pollution, surpassing plastic
straws.
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Congratulations to the Victoria Native
Friendship Centre on their 50th Anniversary!

What started as a single room, has
grown to a 38,000 square foot facility
located in the former Hampton School
at 231 Regina Street. With 106
employees and contractors, the Victoria
Native Friendship Centre runs 51
programs including a 70 space day care
centre.

VicToria
NaTive
FRIENDSHIP

G With the mandate “To encourage and

promote the well-being of Urban
Aboriginal People, by strengthening
individuals, family, and community,”

VNEC provides services to an estimated
20,000 Aboriginal people living off
reserve in the greater Victoria area;

as well as the 5,000 residents from

the First Nations communities in the
southern Vancouver Island region.

To learn more about the wonderful
programs and services VNFC provides
check out their website at http://www.
vnfc.ca/

-Vera Wynn-Williams

An informal celebration of light

Sponsered by the Gorge Tillicum Community Association

Sunday, December 15, 2019

at
Victoria Canoe and Kayak Club

Tree Decorating &
Lantern Making

Welcome &
Karpes Family Band

Storytelling
Songs & Readings
Carol Singing
Mummer’s Play

Tree Light-up &
Lantern and Drum
Procession

GTCA Website
gorgetillicum.ca

EXTENDED HOURS

Mon to Thurs: 7:30 am t0 9:00 pm B
Fri: 7:30 am to 6:00 pm

Sat, Sun & Holidays: 9:00 am o 6:00 pm

**Please note hours may vary** For up to date
information see ‘Dr.’s Schedule’ on our website.

_ AVALK-IN+

iR surnsiDe Famity

MEDICAL CLINIC

NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED

www.burnsideclinic.ca

Gorge Tillicum Neighbourhood News |

www.gorgetillicum.ca | www.facebook.com/gorgetillicum

101 Burnside Rd. West (between Tillicum and Harriet)
ALSO ON-SITE:

X-RAY ¢ LAB * PHARMACY « PHYSIO
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Upcoming Events

Victoria’s Got Talent - Saturday, November 2, 7:00
pm - 11:30 pm at St. Barnabas Church Hall - 1525
Begbie Street. Proceeds to the Gorge Tillicum
Refugee Sponsorship Group. More info at: https://
gtrsg.wordpress.com/events/

42nd Annual Creative Craft Fair: November 8
- 10, at Pearkes Rec. Centre. More info. at www.
creativecraftfairs.com

Youth Christmas Craft Market: Saturday,
November 9, 10:00 am — 2:00 pm at Pearkes Rec.
Centre. More info. at www.saanichrec.ca

Saanich Remembrance Day Ceremony: Monday,
November 11, 10:45 am — 12:30 pm at the
Cenotaph in front of Saanich Municipal Hall at 770
Vernon Avenue. More info. at www.saanich.ca

Tillicum Elementary Holiday Market - Saturday,
November 16 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at Tillicum
Elementary School — 3155 Albina Street

Emergency Preparedness Begins with You
Workshop: Wednesday, November 20, 7:00 — 8:00
pm at Pearkes Rec. Centre. FREE. Register online
at www.saanichrec.ca

Cookies and Crafts Open House - Saanich
Centennial Branch: Saturday, December 7,

2:00 - 4:00 pm, at Saanich Centennial Branch. To
celebrate the holidays and to thank you for support-
ing your library, each branch will have free festive
refreshments for all and crafts for kids! Come in

for a treat and a chat! Note: Check for Saanich
Centennial Branch info. at gvpl.ca

Deck the Hall: Winter Lights Festival: Saturday,
December 7, 5:00 — 8.30 pm, Saanich Municipal
Hall. Kick off your holiday season at Saanich
Municipal Hall with a festive lights display and a
variety of seasonal activities. Children’s Christmas
Concerts, photos with Santa, arts and crafts, sea-
sonal entertainment, food and refreshments. FREE.
More info. at www.saanich.ca

Annual IEOA Truck Light Convoy: Saturday,
December 7, 5:45 pm (leaves Ogden Point) — 8.30
pm (arrives at Western Speedway.) Don't miss out
on this display of brightly lit trucks planned by the
Island Equipment Owners Association, as they carry
your food donations to local food banks. Watch the
Convoy roll by McKenzie and Island Highway at
~7.30 pm. More info. at https://ieoa.caltrucklight.
html

Hampton Concert Orchestra 2019 Fall Concert:
Sunday, December 8 at 2:30 pm and Monday,
December 9 at 7:30 pm at Les Passmore Seniors’
Centre, 286 Hampton Rd. Refreshments will be
served at intermission. Admission by donation.
More info. at www.hamptonconcertorchestra.com

Lights on the Gorge: Sunday, December 15, 1:00
—5:00 pm, at the Victoria Canoe and Kayak Club.
An informal, local, multicultural celebration of light
will be back just before Winter Solstice this year:
music, readings and more. To help, volunteer or for
more information visit the GTCA website at www.
gorgetillicum.ca
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Lights on the Gorge

Ice Festival: December 20 — 26 at Pearkes Rec.
Centre. Enjoy this festive season with family and
friends in a Winter Snow Globe on ice. Pearkes
arena will transform into a wonderland of trees,
snow and lights. See drop-in schedule at www.
saanichrec.ca

January 1, 2020: Happy New Year! Please
remember to renew your Gorge Tillicum
Community Association membership when it
expires ($5.00 for individuals and $25.00 for busi-
nesses).

Spring Dream Wedding Show 2020: Sunday,
January 19, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, Pearkes Rec.
Centre. More info. at www.bridalexhibition.ca

Clothing swap at Saanich Neighbourhood
Place: Sunday, January 19 from 12:00 pm to
4:00 pm. Proceeds to the Gorge Tillicum Refugee
Sponsorship Group. More info at: https://gtrsg.
wordpress.com/events/

Victoria Health Show 2020: January 25 - 26 at
Pearkes Rec. Centre. More info. at https:/10times.
com/victoria-health-show

Victoria Boat and Fishing Show: February 21 -
23, Pearkes Rec Centre. More info. at www.victori-
aboatshow.com

Victoria Home Renovation & Decor Show 2020:
February 28 — March 1 at Pearkes Rec. Centre.
More info. at www.homeshowtime.com

The Victoria Women’s Expo: March 7 & 8 at
Pearkes Rec. Centre. More info. at www.victoriawo-
Mensexpo.com

55+ Lifestyle Show: Tuesday, March 10, 9:00
am - 3:00 pm at Pearkes Rec. Centre. More info. at
55pluslifestyle.com/victoria/

Want to Promote Your Event?

Email community events to
Katherine at kmbrandt@telus.net

RWIN *5” Continuous Gutter Systems
NDUSTRIES LTD. . (Ciuner ()Ileanmg & Maintenance
(1988) " Gutter Protection Systems

« Fascia / Barge / Window Capping
*Vinyl ; Aluminum ; Hardboard Siding
« Steel Siding / Roofing
« Vinyl Aluminum Soffiting
+ Canopies ¢ Patio Covers
« Aluminium Railings

875 Viewfield Road,
Victoria, B.C. VOA 4V2
www.irwinvi.com
irwin@irwinvi.com

Phone: 382-5154
Fax: 382-5748

Paul Gerrard

Gl Tonsebrcll
cetl 250.361.9629
office 250.595.9037

Tillioun commanity since 2000*

MLA Rob Fleming

VICTORIA-SWAN LAKE

1020 Hillside Ave

250-356-5013
rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca
robflemingmla.ca

ukl

s[ivery
o Out, D€
e Tﬂh’& (merillﬂ

isine

Fine East Indian C¥

2 CAN DINE FOR $22.95

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK
11:30 am to Late
24 Burnside Rd. West

118-430-5838

www. kukusrestaurant.com




é ‘GORGETILLICUM

Gorge Tillicum Community Association,
PO. Box 44152, Victoria, BC V9A 7K1

www.gorgetillicum.ca | [E3/GorgeTillicum

Membership Application

Beginning on January 1, 2018,
membership is valid from the time of
payment of membership fees to the
end of the month of the anniversary
date of payment. Join or renew by
mail or online on our website!

J New Membership(s) or
] Renewing Membership(s)

DATE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER:

*EMAIL ADDRESS:

*This will be added to our distribution list for occasional emails
regarding upcoming events or community issues.

If you are paying for other members of your household, please
list the other Members' names:

PAYMENT:

Please enclose payment and mail to above address

Individual: $5/eachx _ memberships = _§
Couples : $10/eachx _ memberships = §
Organization: $25/eachx _ memberships = §

Donation: Your extra support helps offset
Newsletter and other costs. Thank-you! + $

Total Payment Enclosed

=3

DETAILS:

Membership is open fo any resident or property
owner who is 19 years or older, living within the
Gorge Tillicum neighbourhood as well as person
engaged in business in the neighbourhood.

If membership is not renewed you will remain on
our email distribution list for one more year before
being deleted. Memberships are available in three
categories; individual, couple or organization.

Gorge Tillicum Neighbourhood News

Major Neighbourhood Developments

1. Proposals approved by Saanich:

« 2933, 2941 and 2949 Albina Street — a 39 unit 5-storey multi-family rental apart-
ment building.

« 3100 Tillicum Rd., adjacent to Pearkes / Saanich Neighbourhood Place — a new
daycare centre and community space operated by SNP on lands owned by the
District of Saanich. (Conditional approval)

2. Proposals submitted to Saanich:

+ 300 Gorge Rd West and 2900 Tillicum Rd - a 53 unit 5-storey multi-family resi-
dential building (condos and rental units) with commercial space included.

« 1and 21 Obed Avenue at Harriet — a three storey multi-family rental building with
26 units.

* 2931 and 2947 Qu'Appelle St - one four-storey and one three-storey multi-family
rental building with a combined total of 44 units.

3. Proposals under consideration:

« 3400 Tillicum Rd., the former bingo hall site — a multi-family residential building
with commercial space included. (Developer is in conversation with the GTCA
and has yet to submit an application to Saanich)

+ 630 Gorge Road West - 26, 3-bedroom, family-sized townhomes. (Developer has
hosted an open house for neighbours and is in conversation with the GTCA, but
has yet to submit an application to Saanich)

¢« Gorge Road West and Rockwell Ave. - mix of townhomes and multi-family
residential. (Developer has hosted an open house for neighbours, but has yet to
submit an application to Saanich)

4. Potential proposals:

+ 2921 Earl Grey St at Gorge Road West. This site, formerly approved as a
4-storey, 24 unit condo building, is currently up for sale with an undetermined
future.

* Alarge site, currently consisting of a number of single family homes fronting
Tillicum, Obed and Albina, is for sale with the potential for future multi-family
housing of one kind or another.

For information about active development applications check the Saanich website
at https://www.saanich.ca/EN/main/local-government/development-applications/
active-development-applications/tillicum.html

ROLE OF THE GTCA IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

The GTCA will meet with developers at various stages of the process with two main
purposes: 1. To encourage development in line with the Design Charrette and the
Tillicum Burnside Action Plan; and 2. To encourage developers to thoroughly consult
with the community through open houses and meetings with directly affected neigh-
bours.

Saanich formally asks the GTCA to respond in writing to all development applications
within our boundaries during STEP 3. The GTCA is asked whether it:

* Has no objection to the project;

+ Generally has no objection with suggested changes or concerns; and

+ Does not support the project (please provide reason).

It is the policy of the GTCA to only provide comments on proposals. The GTCA com-
ments reflect what we heard from the community, both pros and cons.
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