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Laurie Jones, Gabe Epstein, and Julie Graham spreading mulch and soil in front of Paul Archer's mural.

The Natural Areas Working Group (NAWG) is collaborating
with Mark Wyatt, the owner of the building with the mural
at Wascana and Burnside, to put a native plant garden in
the ground below the eye-catching artwork. The flowers
and plants installed will provide food and habitat for native
pollinators, many of which require plants indigenous to this
area to complete their life cycles. More and more we are
learning how important it is - and what a difference it
makes - to add native plants to our landscaping. We are
grateful to have this chance to work with Mark to create
this unique garden space.

We've acquired a boulevard permit from Saanich and
called BC One Call, as required, to check before we plant
on the site. The project has involved site preparation,
followed by wheelbarrows of soil and mulch being moved,
plants being installed, and roots left to settle in over the
rainy winter. In the spring there will be the unfolding
colours of a new neighbourhood garden.

This project comes out of the Natural Areas Working
Group's collaboration with UVic's Community Mapping
class and is part of our local Gorge Tillicum Pollinator
Project. It also arises from knowledge gained from the
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Gorge Tillicum Community Association

Photo: Vera Wynn-William:

A GARDEN FOR

SUNFLOWER GIRL

MeadowMakers course offered by Satinflower
Nurseries, Pollinator Partnership Canada, and the City
of Victoria. And the work of neighbourhood volunteers!

This is in addition to a small pollinator garden that one
of the building tenants has planted earlier this year.
There is even a bee hive on the roof!

Thanks to the cardboard gathering crew (Jane
Armstrong, Gabe Epstein, and Libby Seabrook): the
cardboard staple and tape removers (Cynthia Carter,
Julie Graham, Rhona McAdam, and Wendy Read); the
site preparers (Brad Cope and Julie Graham); and Paul
Savinkoff who transported plants..all part of the many
who made this garden possible.

The news cycle is often troubling, but we must not
forget that there are also 'meanwhiles. Meanwhiles are
the positive and creative alternatives that quietly and
intentionally push back against world news. One such
meanwhile is coming to the area in front of the
sunflower mural on Wascana Street. As the saying
goes: Watch this space!

By Laurie Jones

www.gorgetilicum.ca
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Improvements to Tillicum Road have been planned since the Burnside/Tillicum
Phil Lancaster action plan (2004). However, the changes to Tillicum Road are about so much more
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than bike lanes. It's the first step to transitioning Tillicum from a commuter corridor
philiplancaster123@hotmail.com

to a community street that works for more than just cars.

Distribution: ; : ; i ;
A:TS.BBgrc:opies of this One thing the GTCA has consistently heard is that Tillicum Road needs to be "fixed".
newsletter are delivered by volunteers, ~ The work on Tillicum was just the first step - improving safety for pedestrians and
2l could alays 8 more sty cyclists. With housing developments approved for both ends of the street, we hope
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streetscape. A pleasant, inviting street is one step closer to reality.
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UPDATE

After the Gorge Canada Day Picnic is wrapped up, the
GCTA takes a break over the summer. However, this
summer was different. After several years with no
public events, our Arts, Culture & Celebration Working
Group worked hard to put on several smaller events
that brought people together in a more informal way.
Thanks to all those who volunteered to brighten up our
community.

As we launch into the busy fall season, our most
significant concern is the slow pace of almost any
initiative in Saanich. With changes due to climate
change and the housing crisis, we continue to
desperately hold onto to bureaucratic processes that
limit our ability to nurture our community and add new
amenities. The development process is so slow that
often that projects no longer meet the communities
needs or are simply become unviable. A tangible
example of this is the proposed seniors rental housing
on Albina. After years of planning, public consultation,
and then a year-long delay in fixing a sinkhole, the
developer lost his funding and was forced to sell the
site. The result was that the province bought the site for
supportive housing - no consultation required.

While you may have no sympathy for developers, the
same processes delay and undermine many things you
may want, like local shops. While large developers may
have the time and money to wait, small business owners
and builders do. In essence, the delays favour large
developers.

But the process doesn't just affect new development - it
literally affects everything we try to do. There are long,
complicated and tedious processes required for planting
a pollinator garden, painting a mural etc. It should be
noted that other municipalities simply hand out a
brochure with a simple set of guidelines to follow.

We hope that the new Council continue to work to
streamline processes and embrace technology so that
improvements take years, not decades.

Vera Wynn-Williams, GTCA President

www.gorgetilicum.ca

FALL/WINTER 2022
You're invited: New GTCA Working Group

The GTCA Board is currently launching its Local Economy
Working Group - a group will consider actions intended to
strengthen access to jobs, services and goods in the
Gorge Tillicum neighbouhood. If you would like to join the
group or learn more about it, please contact us at
info@gorgetillicum.ca.

Newsletter delivery help needed

The GTCA publishes this newsletter 3 times a year, with
teams of people dropping them off at homes and
businesses across the community. While some areas
have sufficient volunteers doing this work, we need help
delivering in two areas:
« ‘North of Gorge Rd W to the south side of Burnside,
between Tillicum and Harriet Road
« ‘North of Burnside to the TransCanada Highway,
eastwards to Whittier and Harriet

If you are willing to help with these deliveries, or need
more information about the process, please contact us at
info@gorgetillicum.ca.

New: A Volunteer Contact List

All the work done by the GTCA is done by volunteers --
whether we serve as directors on the Board, participants
in working groups and committees, or assisting with
specific events.

The Board is in the process of creating a Volunteer
Contact List that can be used in the third category -- i.e.
a list that can be used to invite assistance with events
such as the Canada Day picnic, the Pumpkin Parade,
Lights on the Gorge, cleanups in Gorge Park, and more.

If you'd like to be added to this list, please contact us at
info@gorgetillicum.ca. (Note that the BCC option will be
used when sending emails to this group.)

GTCA BOARD MEETINGS

The Board normally meets at 7pm the second Thursday
of each month from September to June. Please check
our website for the most up to date information.
Everyone is welcome to attend board meetings. If you
want to put an item on the agenda please email our
president one week in advance. Please email
info@gorgetilicum if you would like a copy of the agenda
in advance of the meeting.
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SPACE A RARE VISITOR

CUTHBERT HOLMES PARK
IMPROVEMENTS

Photo: Angela Wyatt

The Northern Mockingbird is rarely spotted this far
north. Photographed in Cuthbert Holmes Park in
September, it has also been spotted since the initial
sighting.

Northern mockingbirds are known for their ability to
mimic everything from sirens to crickets to other bird
species.

department has added more fencing in Cuthbert Holmes —
Park, along the Colquitz River, including the Point. The Parks Clean & Safe ‘W
fencing is designed to keep dogs and people out of the river
and protect wildlife.

As part of ongoing park improvements, the Saanich Parks H elp Ke ep our _—F-
o 2

« Dispose of garbage and dog waste in the
receptacles
Please report overflowing garbage cans or
The waterway is an ecologically sensitive area and home to illegal dumping to Saanich Parks at
many ground-nesting birds. Please respect the fencing and parks@saanich.ca or 250-475-5522
keep dogs out of the river. Repor’c camping & cam9f|res to the Saanich
Police non-emergency line at (250) 475-4321

www.gorgetilicum.ca
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@1 GORGE ROAD DRAINAGE AND ROAD

ENGINEERING

IMPROVEMENTS : AN UPDATE

Hazelwood Contracting is beginning to mobilize onto
Gorge Road to begin their year long construction project
to replace the storm drains and provide transportation
improvements on Gorge Road between Admirals and
Tillicum Roads.

In general, they intend to start their works from the
Admirals end of the project and work towards Tillicum,
however for some of the works they may have to move
back and forth along the roadway.

As part of our drainage improvements, Hazelwood will be
undertaking some work within Gorge Waterway Park.
They will be replacing eight (8) drainage outfall pipes that
cross under Gorge Park at the following locations:

1.Opposite Rockwell Ave

2.0pposite 820 Gorge

3.0pposite Colquitz Ave.

4.0Opposite Wyndeatt Ave

5.0pposite 586 Gorge Road

6.0pposite Parkview Drive

7.0pposite Inez Drive

The excavations for each outfall pipe will be fenced off
and pedestrian traffic walking along the waterway will be
directed safely around the excavations.

Over the last few years, Saanich Engineering has been
working with our design consultant and our Parks

BOULEVARD TREES

Tree Maintenance

Department to minimise disturbance to the park during
construction. Although there will be some small tree
removal in the park the contractor and their arborist will
work to minimise damage to adjacent trees, shrubs, and
park infrastructure by isolating their work using
construction fencing and barricades. All disturbance in
the park will be reinstated to pre-construction condition.
Any memorial benches that need to be removed for
construction will be stored and placed back in the exact
same location as they were originally.

Due to the general lack of storage room on this site,
Hazelwood has been granted temporary use of the Gorge
Park parking lot on the south side of Gorge near Admirals
Road for four (4) months to situate their site office
trailers. In addition, several existing bus stops, parking
areas and boulevard areas on Gorge Road will also be
used to store construction supplies. As construction
progresses toward Tillicum, Hazelwood's site trailers and
storage areas will be relocated along the road.

Project notice boards are currently being installed in
specific locations in the surrounding area to let the
travelling public know to avoid this area, if possible, as
delays here should be expected.

Stay tuned for further updates.

If you have existing boulevard trees, keep an eye on them. If you see disease or dead branches,
contact Saanich and put in a service request. Email: parks@saanich.ca Phone: 250-475-5522

Get a Boulevard Tree

Numerous studies have shown that street trees increase community attractiveness and property values.
These advantages result from several interrelated benefits that trees convey, including physical and visual
amenities, shade provision, air quality improvement, noise abatement, and increased biodiversity.

You can request a FREE tree through Saanich's Partnership Tree Planting Program! You even get to pick
the tree species. Check online at: https://www.saanich.ca/EN/main/community/natural-
environment/trees/partnership-tree-planting-program.html

www.gorgetilicum.ca
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ANNIE BAKER AND THE ART GARDEN
EXTRAORDINARE

It's an arresting sight on Colquitz Avenue in the Gorge
Tillicum area of Victoria: a garden filled with life -sized
figures of women sitting on garden chairs, dressed in
flowing dresses or coats, wearing summer hats, with
stylized faces: red cheeks, bright eyes , lavishly painted
eyelashes. 'm sure many passers-by have asked
themselves the questions | asked myself. Who created
this spectacle? How did it come about? And what was
the motivation behind creating such unusual garden
objects?

It turns out that the creator of this unusual display is
Annie Baker, who grew up on a farm in the Kispiox Valley,
a little north of Hazelton, B.C,, and dotted with Gitxsan
villages, including Kispiox itself. Marriage to a man who
joined the Canadian air force meant a move to Vancouver
Island, and then to various destinations further east.
After Annie's husband left the services,

www.gorgetilicum.ca

the couple returned to Victoria, and moved to this house
on Colquitz Avenue in 1967. While raising a son and a
daughter, Annie got into crafts of various kinds, and
then into an extensive volunteering career, running
hospital shops and teaching crafts to patients in care
homes from time to time.

The making of “the ladies” -as Annie calls her life-sized
figures -began after her husband died in 2016 and the
CMHA shop in the Eric Martin Pavilion closed in 2017.
The ladies began as dresses and hats draped over a
wooden frame, designed to scare the birds away from
her back garden. Gradually the wooden frame became
replaced by a tee shirt and leggings stuffed with plastic
or fiberfill, and a painted head made of similarly stuffed
pantyhose. When the closing of the gift shop released
some hat stands, these provided material for more
head-like heads.

Photo: Chris Bullock
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Photo: Chris Bullock
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The “ladies” sit on garden chairs of various kinds—a pair on
the front lawn, a whole row at the front of the car port.
And they have accessories. Currently they are the “ladies
with pets” and hold teddy bears, rabbits or fluffy cats in
their laps. But there are other themes. For the GTCA's
Curb appeal contest, they were “fashion plate ladies.”
Sometimes at Hallowe'en they wear masks and hold cats.
One display emphasized the dangers of drinking, with a
fallen figure surrounded by bottles.

Whatever the theme, the ladies are surrounded by bric-a-
brac of many kinds: ceramic ducks, watering cans, ornate
mirrors, profusions of artificial flowers. And the quantity of
such objects is even greater in the back garden, where a
vegetable garden is bounded by small vases, another by

'HE LIFESTYLE YOU DESERVE.
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dinner plates and a mesh gazebo seems like a
fortuneteller's tent. And the stick ladies live here still.
But it is a real garden too. Annie has a medlar tree, a
quince tree, pear trees, grows raspberries, vegetables,
herbs, while eliminating grass in favor of native plants,
otherwise called weeds.

Towards the end of our interview, Annie explains why
“the ladies” are, in fact, all ladies. It's because, in her
view, men have received all the attention, and she
wants to be part of the movement to challenge this
focus. Besides this mission, which could be called
feminist, her garden, | discover, embodies another
mission: to avoid waste and re-use materials. Her
mother made do with very little, constantly re-
purposing adult clothes for her children, and re-using
everything in the house that could possibly be re-used.
Annie wants to follow in her mother’s footsteps, firmly
opposing what she sees as a "“throw away” society.
What is likely to be thrown away she turns into
costumes for her ladies, or uses in another way, like
the curtain rods, doorknobs and the like that go into
her new “metal garden.”

It would be easy to walk past the “ladies” in her garden
and think "how cute!” or to look at her bric-a-brac as
kitsch. But as | take some final photos and say
goodbye, | find I'm walking out of the garden with a
different attitude. There is abundant creativity in
Annie’s garden, and observing it leaves me with a
deeper understanding of the significant role that crafts
might play in the better future that | hope, despite all
the contrary evidence, that we are moving toward.

By Chris Bullock

AMICA

THE SUPPORT YOU NEED. ON THE GORGE

994 GORGE ROAD WEST =

AMICA.CA/ONTHEGORGE =

250-220-8000

www.gorgetilicum.ca
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THE CASE FOR HOUSING

Commenting on developments is perhaps the most
controversial activity Community Associations engage in.

The variety of opinions present in the community is also
present at GTCA Board Meetings, where we regularly
engage in lively discussion over whether new
developments are too large or too small, have enough
parking, or fit in to our long-term vision of an amenity-
rich, walkable, housing-diverse neighbourhood.

Of course, development is always controversial. People
usually like the neighbourhood in which they live, and
after making a considerable financial commitment to a
home, also see themselves as stakeholders in their
community. It's perfectly understandable to be concerned
about how the neighbourhood might change after putting
down roots in a particular place.

As one of the more consistently pro-housing voices on
the GTCA board (and a homeowner myself), I'l share
three reasons many of us advocate for more housing in
our community, and a comment on how we can mitigate
the negative impacts of development.

€) AFFORDABILITY

Yes, new homes, especially ground-oriented ones like
townhomes, are expensive. But existing single-family
homes are even more expensive, and this effect is
compounded by the 20% down payment requirement on
homes over $1 million.

Consider that an $800,000 townhouse requires a down
payment of $55,000, but a $1.2 million single family
home requires $240,000. That is a huge difference
upfront, and basically guarantees that single family
homes can only be bought with a loan from the Bank of
Mom and Dad.

In other words, if we do not build more homes under the
$1 million price point, we are ensuring that the only way
families can afford to live here is via generational wealth.
Personally, | cannot accept our society heading in that
direction.

www.gorgetilicum.ca

@ AMENITIES & WALKABILITY

“Density” is not just about building homes. It is also about
making businesses viable in our neighbourhood, especially
at walking distance.

Wouldn't it be nice to be able to walk to a coffee shop?
Or a grocery store? All the region’s best neighbourhoods
have a "village”, but we lack this in our community. We
have malls and strip malls on high-speed roads that feel
unsafe to walk next to.

New developments could make small, local businesses
viable, provide a place for them to go, and help pay for
road, sidewalk, and streetscape upgrades that would
make our neighbourhood safer and more beautiful.

@ THE CITY'S FINANCES

How can we keep property taxes low as the city's
infrastructure ages?

One way is to use the infrastructure more efficiently. If
there are 10,000 people living in a town, it takes many
more miles of road, sewer, pipe, and electrical lines, to
service them if they live in large detached homes than if
they live in a more compact community. More people
paying property tax with less infrastructure required to
provide services is key to ensuring our city’s long-term
financial resiliency, and stabilizing the property tax burden
long-term.

continued on page 9
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continued from page 8

But aren't there negative aspects of development? Living
next to tall buildings, cars parked everywhere, and
increased noise?

One way we can mitigate the impact of new development
is by making smaller buildings easier to construct.
Counterintuitively, many of the current regulations
intended to mitigate the impact of new development (like
the requirement for a minimum number of parking spots)
make smaller buildings financially unviable, so developers
must build a minimum density. Often this results in large,
six-storey wood-frame buildings.

We should take a hard look at why no one builds and
operates a neighbourhood corner store in 2022, and
unwind all the regulations that stand in the way of
something we easily achieved 100+ years ago.

We should also refocus Planning on creating a great
public realm rather than micromanaging private property.
Every homeowner who has wanted to build a garage, a

garden suite, or an addition knows how difficult it is to get

FALL/WINTER 2022

variances for what should be simple projects. Most
municipalities’ planning departments are 90% concerned
with regulating what happens on private property and
10% concerned with creating a great public realm and
streetscape. | think we should reverse that.

Planning departments should be grappling with questions
like, “what do we have to do to encourage businesses to
open along Tillicum Rd on the first floor of new
developments” and not, “will you be able to see your
neighbour’s house through the window in your new
addition?”

And we should all think bigger-picture, as well. Yes, new
developments in our neighbourhood might mean more
cars parked on our residential streets. But that might be
your child’s car, because they can afford to live here now.

By Mauricio Curbelo

2016 Census, CMHC, and
Saanich Housing Needs Report.

The situation has only
worsened in the past few years,
bringing us into a full-blown
crisis. The full report can be
found in the documents section
of gorgetillicum.ca.

__
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HOUSEHOLDS

1295 N core
HOUSING NEED

Proud to serve
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke

Randall Garrison mp

www.gorgetilicum.ca

) INCOMES
TRENDS: 2006 T0 2019
HOUSEHOLD INCOME
2016 aesm FOR
NICH HOUSING STRATEGY ( ) SALE
AUGUST 2021 $7 i ,282
i Median ; Average
The graphics to the right are Sasnch inco:ne Med"'im single-det%ched
from Saanich's Housing $69,665 increase* rent home price*
Strategy and are based on CRD
information obtained from the * <20% ? 75% f 94%

CORE HOUSING NEED

- OF WHICH ARE
m CONSIDERED TO
% 5% BE IN EXTREME
CORE HOUSING

NEED

+NDP_

Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca | www.RandallGarrison.ndp.ca
250-405-6550 | #2-50 Burnside Rd West, Victoria BC V9A 1B5
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REBEL INK - DAY TO DAY GROCERY & PRODUCE
TATTOO & COFFEE SHOP GARCHA BROS MEAT

1 BURNSIDE ROAD W. (FORMER AM-PM LOCATION) 50 BURNSIDE ROAD W. (FORMERLY HOME HARDWARE)
Currently, a tattoo studio that will soon also be a much- Day to Day Groceries is based in Surrey, and this is their
needed coffee shop! Music lovers rejoice - owner Nick fourth location. In a spacious, well-organised store, they
Martel hopes to eventually have a stage in the backyard feature South Asian specialities, spices, snacks and fresh

area, which could potentially become a spot for local music.  produce.

To learn about the current tattoo services, check out Garcha Bros Meat is a butcher with a wide variety of
https://rebelcompany.ca fresh and marinated meat products. They also have a
selection of marinated vegetarian items!

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Currently moving into the construction stage are: Approved, but awaiting building permits:

« 2949 Albina - 5 storey, modular building, » 630 Gorge Rd. W. - 25, 3 bed townhomes
supportive housing with 24/7 onsite supports. » 1& 210bed - 26 units in three storey rental bdg.
Owned by BC Housing and operated by Our Place. in the devel licati )

+ 2900 Tillicum Rd. @ Gorge Road (Il Greco) - 53 I the developtrert-application stags:
units in 5 storey building with ground floor % SELEIERRd W 28, abedaatatmhanss

. Y € g « 3143 Tlllicum - 77 micro-units in a 7 storey, mixed
commercial.

use residential building.
« Tillicum/Obed/Albina - 200 rental units, S storey
_ _ building on Tillicum + 4 storey bldg on Albina.
commercial space and underground parking. « 2921Earl Grey - 39 unit, 5 storey rental building

» 3400 Tillicum Rd. (Old Bingo Hall) - 2, six storey
mixed-use, multi-family buildings with ground floor

YOUR GORGE/TILLICUM REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
DEANNA NOYCE

=i, THE HOUSE SELLING
cell 250.818.8806 GROU®P
deanna@housesellinggroup.com . housesellinggroup.ca VICTORIA, BC REAL ESTATE

www.gorgetilicum.ca PAGE 10




The glorious return of the Gorge Canada Day
Picnic kicked off the summer season. Once a
month, Musical Mornings saw live musical
performances entertaining people in Gorge
Park; even some kayakers and paddle
boarders joined on several occasions. Music in
Park in Rudd Park had the large all-ages
crowd up on their feet dancing.

It was great to see so many people able to
once again come out and enjoy our beautiful
neighbourhood.

Thanks to the Gorge Canada Day Picnic
Committee and the GTCA Arts, Culture &
Celebration Working Group for organizing
these fantastic events!

www.gorgetilicum.ca
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STAKE-OUT cATERING

INDIAN FISH & CHIPS
$14.95*

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11:30 am to Late

24 Burnside Rd. West
718-430-3858

www.kukusrestaurant.com

Top Shelf g, ,kkeeping Ltd.
-

101-76 Gorge Road West, Tel: 250-388-9423
1253 B Esquimalt Road, Tel: 250-590-4050

EFile from $79.99

1020 Hillside Ave,
250-356-5013
robflemingmia.ca

Immr
A lunummt.m
(Ve

875 Viewfield Road,
Victoria, B.C. VOA 4V2
www.irwinvi.com
irwin@irwinvi.com

Phone: 3825154
Paul Gerrard i

100A Burnside Rd. West 250-474-2477
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Gorge Tillicum Community Association,
PO. Box 44152, Victoria, BC V9A 7K1

www.gorgetillicum.ca | HqurgaTiiIicum

Membership Application

Membership in the GTCA is by
calendar year. In December of each
year, those paying membership fees
during December may designate
them to be the fee for the upcoming
calendar year and, in such cases,
membership is valid from January
1st to December 31st of the following
year. Join or renew by mail or online
on our website!

DATE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER:

*EMAIL ADDRESS:

“This will be added 1o our distribution list for occasional emails
regarding uptoming events of communily issues.

If you ore paying for other members of your howsehold, pleose
[ist the other Members' nomes:

PAYMENT:

Please endose payment and mail o above oddress
Individual: S5/eachx __ memberships = _§
Couples : $10/each x memberships = $
Organization: $25/eachx _ memberships = §

Donation: Your extra suppart helps offset
Newsletter and other costs. Thank-you! + §

Total Payment Enclosed = §

DETAILS:

Membership is open to any resident or property
owner who is 19 years old or older living at o fixed
and officially recognized street address within the
Gorge Tillicum neighbourhood and to businesses
and other organizations operating ot a fixed and
officially recognized street address within the
Association territory.

FALL/WINTER 2022

GORGE PARK
PUMPRTN PARADE

~ NOVEMBER Ist -

3-Spm: Jack-o'-Lantern Drop-0Off
6-8pm: Pumpkin Parade

Saanich Gorge Park
301 Gorge Road West

gorgetillicum.ca

A Community Solstice Celebration

DECEMBER 18
CHECK FACEBOOK & WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

L PAGE 12
www.gorgetilicum.ca



