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For Love of a Horse  
Sometimes, love for one animal can 
change your whole life.

For young Sue White, who grew up 
on the Gorge in the 1950s, such love 
was found in a retired thoroughbred 
racehorse named “Kim’s Count.” I 
came upon Sue in an online history 
group. She was a friendly woman 
who reminisced enthusiastically about 
growing up here on the Gorge. 

When she told me she had a photo of 
herself on a horse in front of her family 
home at 3028 Orillia Street, I must 
admit I was terribly determined, and 
I bothered her to see this photo many 
times over the next two years. 

At times, I was afraid I was being too 
persistent. But when we finally met this 
past spring at the 100th Anniversary 
of Tillicum School (where she and her 
brothers attended in the early 1950s) 
she was as gracious as could be, and 

she finally brought me a copy of this 
amazing photo!

As a girl, Sue would often ride her 
bicycle along dirt paths out to the 
Songhees Reserve, where she’d borrow 
retired thoroughbred racehorse called 
Kim’s Count.

She’d take him out for 
nice long trots through 
the wooded trails along 
the Gorge and through 
Cuthbert Holmes Park. As 
Sue tells it, “Gorge Park 
was wild with pathways, 
woven through tall, 
old evergreen trees and 
underbrush.” 
Sometimes she’d stop at home to 
show off her new love to her two 
brothers and the other neighbourhood 

kids. And through this experience, 
horses became a lifelong love for 
Sue. “Obviously I was thrilled to 
enjoy access to Kim’s Count. I felt so 
honoured to ride and care for Kim, a 
kind, obedient and powerful bay. He 
was a gentle giant to this little girl!  He 
carried me safely all over Esquimalt and 
Saanich, where subdivisions later grew.” 

“Mum and dad had no spare change 
in those days, but on every birthday, 
Christmas or falling star I’d wish for a 
pony of my very own. We had a spare 
lot next door and a woodshed that 
would do as a barn. As a child, I could 
see it all!  But even the cost of keeping 
a dog was prohibitive in the post-war 
1950s depression.”

Despite this, Sue’s dream did eventually 
come true, when she was 17 years old, 
with Smoky, and she had horses most 
of her life after that. And this love for 

Photo by Margot Edwards

Sue White astride Kim’s Count on the front lawn of 3028 Orillia Street, circa 1955.

Photo courtesy of Sue Brown (nee White) 

Continued on page 2  
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Neighbourhood News
We welcome comments—please 
let us know what you think of your               
newsletter!

Editor:

	 Vera Wynn-Williams 250-595-5591 
v.wynnwilliams@gmail.com

Copy Editors:

	 Christine Fedoruk 250-595-5591 
christine.fedoruk@gmail.com

	 Chris Bullock	 250-384-8236
	 chrisbullock@shaw.ca

Article Coordinators:

        Christine Fedoruk 250-595-5591 
christine.fedoruk@gmail.com

	 GreenSpace – Dorothy Chambers 
250-381-6724 dotmot@shaw.ca

	 Local Artist – Chris Bullock	  
250-384-8236

	 chrisbullock@shaw.ca

	 Upcoming Events – Katherine Brandt 
250-389-1560 kmbrandt@telus.net

Published:	
	 Spring (March/April) 

Summer (June) 
Winter/Fall (November)

Unsolicited articles welcome.

The deadline for submissions & advertising 
for the next issue is  Jan. 30, 2017.

Advertising Inquiries:
	 Vera Wynn-Williams 
	 250-516-4903  

v.wynnwilliams@gmail.com

Distribution: 

	 All 3,800 copies of this  
newsletter are delivered by 
volunteers, and we could always 
use more help. Please contact 
Ray Farmer at 250-382–1122.

Additional articles posted online at:
	 www.gorgetillicum.ca 

GTCA Board of Directors 2015/16
General email:  info@gorgeti l l icum.ca 
President: Rob Wickson .............. 2 5 0 - 8 1 2 – 9 1 6 4 
wickson@telus.net

Vice-president: Scott Karpes
skarpes@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Chris Kask
chriskask@hotmail.com

Membership: Christine Fedoruk
christine.fedoruk@gmail.com

Secretary: Vera Wynn-Williams
v.wynnwilliams@gmail.com

Executive Director-at-large: Ray Farmer
ramon.asm@shaw.ca

Richard Bouchard
dubouchard@shaw.ca

Chris Bullock
chrisbullock@shaw.ca

Katherine Brandt 
kmbrandt@telus.net

Gabe Epstein 
belle.leon1@gmail.com

Marcus Fedoruk
mfedoruk@gmail.com

Trevor Hancock 
greendoc@telus.net

Irena Jazwinski
irenajaz@shaw.ca 

Pam Loadman 
ploadman@telus.net

Bill Williamson
gourock819@gmail.com

The Gorge Tillicum Community Association is a non-
profit organization that advocates for the Gorge 
Tillicum community. The Board meets at 7pm the first 
Thursday of each month from September to June at 
Pearkes Recreation Centre. You are welcome to attend. 
Please email us at least one week prior to the board 
meeting for any additions to the agenda.

horses was passed on to her son, who 
breeds horses, and her granddaughters 
and great-granddaughters, who ride in 
shows in Alberta!

Sue has so many lovely 
memories about her 
younger years on the 
Gorge. She talks about 
things like catching a 
bus to town for a nickel, 
babysitting for 25cents an 
hour, swimming in the 
Gorge all summer with 
her friend Dianna, and 
catching frogs in Cuthbert 
Holmes Park. 
“Children made their own fun, with 
games of tag, hop-scotch, hide n’seek, 
war and ‘Knock on Ginger’. No one 
owned a TV set on the block except for 
Granny Peters (at 3044 Orillia.) She’d 
let us sit quietly on her couch to watch 
the Mickey Mouse Club, and she even 
made us cookies if we were extra good!”

Sue’s first boyfriend gave her a kiss 
on the front porch of 3028 Orillia, 
and her brother Bill dated, and later 
married, one of the girls who grew 

up at 3074 Orillia (and, they’ve been 
married over 50 years now!)

In 1962, the family moved to nearby 
902 Arundel on the Colquitz River, 
where she fondly remembers that her 
father, a life-long carpenter, built their 
new house right over top of the old one. 
“He threw the old house right out the 
new windows, keeping only the original 
chimney!”

Fast-forward 60 years into the future, 
and the Devlin family, recent immigrants 
from Warrington, England, have moved 
into 3028 Orillia Street. As fate would 
have it, their girls are also horse “nuts” 
who spend all their free time riding 
horses! (Unfortunately, they can’t ride 
them around the neighbourhood these 
days, so their willing parents drive them 
out to Saanich several times a week to 
ride.) The topper? Sue’s mother also 
came from Warrington! 

I don’t know about you, but I 
thoroughly enjoy that some things in life 
come full circle.

-Scott Karpes  

Continued from cover page   

Check out our facebook page!
Scott Karpes, our GTCA history 
buff regularly, posts photos and 
interesting stories about our 
neighbourhood.
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-Rob Wickson 

Interested in Neighbourhood 
Transportation Issues? 

Do you have concerns about travel speeds in our community?  Are you noticing more cut through traffic?  Do 
you have questions about our transit service? What is going to happen as the McKenzie project proceeds?  
The GTCA is hosting a general meeting to facilitate a conversation about the number one issue in our 

community.  Join us and our special guest James Wadsworth from BC Transit.
Monday, November 21, 2016

7:00 - 9:00 pm
Owen Room at Pearkes Community Centre
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a few words from thepresident
After a long summer, it is time to bring 
everyone up to date on what is going 
on in our community. Even though the 
GTCA board does not meet during July 
and August, many of us continue to be 
involved in activities including Music 
in the Park, our Gorge Community 
Garden, land use proposals, and 
projects such as the McKenzie 
Interchange. There is enough activity to 
make it seem like summer is really not 
long enough.

The Canada Day Picnic started out 
with iffy weather but turned out to 
be a perfect day. Our friends from the 
Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations 
joined us to lead the parade by both 
land and sea. We must thank Florence 
Dick from Songhees for helping us 
bring this together. 

The Gorge Canada Day Picnic is 
an important opportunity for us to 
connect with you. Our membership 
tent is always busy with conversations 
about a wide variety of subjects of 
concern to all of us. This year we 
actually asked folks to answer a few 
questions about issues in the Gorge-
Tillicum neighbourhood.  We found 
out that the two most important 
issues are traffic and the McKenzie 
Interchange project, with bike paths/
bike safety and natural environment/
greenspaces tied for third. Other top 
issues include crime, homelessness, 
density/urban planning, speed limits, 

transit, secondary suites/parking, and 
affordability.

We also heard about the things 
we like in our community: Gorge 
Waterway Park, which just happens 
to be where the picnic is held; our 
central location, close to amenities 
such as shopping and the rec centre 
and library; the area’s history/character 
homes; our natural environment; the 
community gardens; and community 
spirit. I must admit, I was pleased to 
see community spirit appear in the 
rankings.

While such a survey is not really 
scientific, it does give us a reading 
of what folks think. You can be sure 
we are already exploring ways we can 
continue to seek feedback from all of 
you regarding the important issues 
facing us. But don’t wait until we 
ask you; please feel free to contact us 
anytime.

Now that we are into the fall season, 
board members are back to focussing 
on our usual tasks. One major task 
we have undertaken is to update our 
constitution and by-laws as required 
by the new provincial Societies Act. 
As our by-laws were revised in 2003, 
there should not be too much to 
adjust, but we have a committee of 
the board working on the details, and 
we expect to present the results for 
approval by the membership in the 

new year.

We have recently been asked for our 
thoughts on secondary buildings, often 
called granny flats or carriage houses. We 
note that Saanich Council has recently 
started a discussion on this topic, and 
this would be a good time to share your 
thoughts on this subject.

You may have noticed that the little 
old cottage at the corner of Walter and 
Dysart is gone. This property has been 
given to Saanich with the provision 
that it be returned to a natural habitat. 
Saanich Parks staff recently held a 
couple of open forums at the site and 
are working on some modest plans for 
returning the property to its natural state. 
Again, if you have any concerns or other 
thoughts on this project, please let us or 
Saanich Parks know.

I see I am about to run out of space in 
this issue, so the one last item to tell 
you about is that we are planning to 
hold a general membership meeting, 
November 21st, on the broad topic of 
transportation. (see details below)  We are 
inviting representatives from BC Transit 
and will be seeking your input as to the 
traffic and transportation issues that 
exist for our community. As this is a top 
issue, we expect some lively discussion, so 
please join us.
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3888 Carey Road (at Tillicum) 
250-727-2125       

A  full service veterinary clinic in 
your neighbourhood.  See our website 

for a complete list of services and hours.

www.mckvets.com

 

Gorge Soccer Celebrates 60 Years
The September 23rd weekend was a big 
one for the Gorge Soccer Association 
as it celebrated its 60th anniversary. 
Festivities began on Friday with a 
celebratory evening, where old friends 
and teammates gathered. Some dressed 
up but others dragged out aged jerseys 
and faded Gorge jackets, but, regardless 
of what they wore, everybody had fun.

Old stories were told, 
and grew in the telling, 
departed teammates were 
commemorated and most 
importantly new friends 
were made as Gorge 
players connected across 
the generations. 
Saturday featured some co-ed 7-aside 
drop in soccer where players of all ages 
joined in the fun. But they all cleared 
the field in the early afternoon for the 
old timers. They may lack the speed 
they once had but the skill is still there 
and so is that winning Gorge attitude. 
The event finished off with a couple of 
exciting men's league games.  

This is just the latest chapter in 
the story of Gorge soccer in our 
community.  It has had a history of 
success over the years. It has produced 
a number of top flight soccer players, 
including professionals and national 
team representatives. It has also 
produced provincial champions at all 
levels. It was in fact the first club in BC 
to have women’s and men’s provincial 
champions in the same year. 

More than just performance on the 
field drives the success of Gorge soccer. 
Over the past 60 years it has become a 
fixture for so many players. There are 

old timers today who started playing 
as 4 year olds. They keep coming 
back and they bring their children 
and grandchildren to play because 
of the atmosphere and what the club 
represents for them and their families. 
Gorge Soccer itself is a community and 
soccer is a great way for youth to get 
some physical activity while learning 
teamwork, respect, and leadership. 

The future of the club is as bright as 
its past. The challenges the club faced 

two years ago after being defrauded of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars were 
well documented. But in true Gorge 
style the club didn’t break or fold. It 
didn’t ask for help or forgiveness on 
its debts. It just buckled down, got to 
work and looked to its strong tradition. 
That is why it is so proud to announce 
that it is free of all trade debt as of the 
end of September.

So as we look to the future we know 
that the club has a strong foundation to 
build on. That strength is evident every 
Saturday morning. Take a stroll down 
to Hampton Park and see the hundreds 
of youth out there learning the game, 
having fun, and becoming members 
of the proud tradition of Gorge soccer 
club.    

Senior league games are regularly 
scheduled on Friday evenings, 
Saturdays and Sundays at Hampton 
Park.  To find out who's playing and 
when, check out the league schedule 
calendar on the VISL website http://
www.visl.org/

Kathy Brodsgaard, Sue Hlasny & 
Brad Hlasny 

Photos courtesy of Gorger Soccer. More photos from the weekend are on 
their Facebook page.  www.facebook.com/gorgesoccerassociation

Danny Bell, Marvin Diercks, Danny vanGylswk and others. 
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Child Care Is Coming 
Saanich Neighbourhood Place (SNP) 
has been working hard for the last few 
years to address the need for more 
licensed child care spaces in the Gorge-
Tillicum area. At long last, we are very 
excited to be able to share our plans 
with the community. Our proposed 
plan is to create a purpose-built facility 
in the rear parking lot of Pearkes 
Recreation Centre to accommodate 49 
new licensed child care spaces as well as 
space for community use. 

This exciting project is truly a 
collaborative community effort. 
Saanich Neighbourhood Place has 
received support in principle from the 
municipality of Saanich, as the relevant 
departments and committees have 
had opportunities to review our plans 
and offer feedback. SNP has secured 
funding from both the provincial and 
federal governments, as well as a variety 
of smaller grants and donations, and 
has gained the support of the Victoria 
Foundation Vital Loan Program and 

Tillicum Mall owners Rio Can. We 
have also held several community 
events to invite residents and interested 
parties to view our plans and comment, 
and we have had an overwhelmingly 
positive reception. 

The need for child care in this area 
is obvious. We already have over 
100 families waiting to register their 
children, and we are looking forward to 
being able to accommodate as many as 
possible.

This October, we expect to submit 
to Saanich our formal Development 
Permit Application for official review 
and community consultation. We will 
be asking for approval for a one-storey 
modular building of approximately 
7000 sq. ft., housing 25 licensed child 
care spaces for 3-5 year olds, 24 spots 
for infants and toddlers, and a kitchen, 
large group room and board room that 
will be available for community use. 
Child care will be offered for full days, 
with part-time options available.

SNP is also excited about the 
opportunity to create a natural, low-
impact play space in the existing 
greenspace located between our Ker 
Street neighbours and the rear parking 
lot of Pearkes Recreation Centre. This 
newly created play area will provide a 
“close to nature” environment for the 
children to grow and play in, at the 
same time as they are able to experience 
the natural beauty of neighbouring 
Cuthbert Holmes Park. 

The playground will be 
open for all children in 
our neighbourhood on 
weekends, evenings, and 
at other times when the 
child care centre is not in 
operation.

For more information call 
250.360.1148 or visit www.
saanichneighbourhoodplace.com

In the papers these days we often hear 
that the population is aging. How will 
that impact your community recreation 
centre? How will parks and recreation 
programs meet the needs of an older 
population? 

Here in Saanich Parks & Recreation we 
hope to address this with the creation 
of a new Older Adults Strategy. This 
strategy will help guide the direction of 
programs, services, facilities, parks and 
trails for the next 5-10 years. Currently 
we are in the public engagement phase 
of the project. Staff and volunteers 
are busy gathering input from the 
community to learn what the needs and 
challenges are for older adults. The first 
draft of the strategy will be available to 
the public in the early part of 2017.  

In the meantime, there are already lots 
of programs available for older adults of 
all abilities.   

Join Diane Lewall for a Mild 
Movement Class that is safe and fun 
for people living with chronic pain, 
fibromyalgia or for those just wanting 
a gentle fitness class. The class will 
be held at Commonwealth Place 
beginning Tuesday, January 10th, 
2017.    

Another option for those who love to 
dance but have movement challenges is 
DanSit – Chair Dance. This class allows 
participants to come and dance to the 
sounds of Big Band Music while sitting 
in a chair!  Strengthen your muscles 
and enjoy movement at the same time.  
This class also begins Tuesday, January 
10th at Commonwealth Place.

If art interests you, then come and 
try out the new 55+ Community 
Art Circle at Cedar Hill Recreation 
Centre  for a relaxed environment 
where everyone is welcome; no 

experience necessary.  Bring your works 
in progress or start a new one – some 
materials supplied or bring your own. 
Registration is $25/7 sessions or $5 
drop-in beginning Friday, Oct.21st. 

Registration for all 2017 Winter/Spring 
classes begin Wednesday, November 
23rd.  Be sure to check out all the 
activities and events in the Active Living 
Guide available Nov. 18th or go online 
to www.saanich.ca  

Saanich Parks & Rec: What’s New for Older Adults!

Stay tuned for the new Saanich 
Parks & Recreation Older Adults 
Strategy in June 2017.   
If you would like to give your 
input or would like more 
information, call Julie Wallace 
250-475-5408 or email 
Julie.wallace@saanich.ca
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The

Colquitz River Fish Fence 

Green Space

Dorothy Chambers Sara Stallard John Vu 

Bruce Webber Hundreds of community members have come by to view the fish. 
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Independent Living 
Assisted Living  
Memory Care

Opening Summer 2017!   ! First-Class, all inclusive senior living at the Gorge.

Call today at 250.220.8000 or visit amica.ca/saanich

The salmon are spawning and volunteers have been very busy operating the Colquitz River fish fence. This has been a 
challenging year as there has been some turnover with volunteers, incidents of damage to the fence, and poaching of fish. 
Saanich Police and the DFO are dealing with these federal violations. 

The GTCA would like to thank all the volunteers, Saanich Parks and DFO staff who have stepped up to ensure that the 
Colquitz River, and the spawning fish are protected. 

Currently, to date... 678 fish -  165 males, 303 females, 204 Jacks and 6 cutthroat !
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Coho Putting on a Show in the Gorge 

Cuthbert Holmes 
Improvements

Saanich Parks Management Plan for Cuthbert Holmes 
outlines improvements that will protect native vegetation 
and wildlife, remove invasive plants, educate visitors, 
accommodate recreation and help people find their way in the 
park.

Saanich is currently working on the following: 

•	 Way-finding signs to help visitors find their way through 
the park

•	 Interpretive signs to learn more about the park’s unique 
features

•	 A new trail link to Admiral’s Road

Saanich has also accepted a $450,000 compensation 
package from the Province to offset impacts as a result of the 
McKenzie Interchange Project. These funds will be used to 
help implement the plan. 

New Interpretive Signage in Cuthbert Holmes Park 

Photo by Dorothy Chambers  

Green Space
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ALSO ON-SITE :   X-RAY • LAB • PHARMACY • PHYSIO

101 Burnside Rd. West ( between Tillicum and Harriet )

Mon. to Fri. 7:30am to 9:00pm
Sat.,Sun.& Hol.9:00am to 6:00pm

EXTENDED HOURS

www.burnsideclinic.ca

 Mon to Thurs: 7:30 am  to 9:00 pm
Fri: 7:30 am to 6:00 pm

Sat, Sun & Holidays: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
**Please note hours may vary** For up to date 

information see ‘Dr.’s Schedule’ on our website. 101 Burnside Rd. West (between Tillicum and Harriet)

FEATURED MIGRATORY BIRD: 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS SANDPIPER 

A Lesser Yellowlegs Sandpiper, and its reflection 
taken in the Colquitz estuary at the Point. The Lesser 
Yellowlegs is a slender, long-legged shorebird that 
readily shows off the brightly colored legs that give it 
its name. It is an active feeder, often running through 
the shallow water to chase its prey.

Photo and description by Angela Wyatt. 
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Celebrating Local Artists: 
Trevor Hancock, Morris Dancer 

8

DEANNA NOYCE
Your Gorge-Tillicum Area RealtorYour Gorge-Tillicum Area Realtor

250.818.8806 | deannanoyce@shaw.ca

“I live in this area, and I love it!”“I live in this area, and I love it!”“I live in this area, and I love it!”

YOUR FAMILY REALTOR

Call or Email Deanna with
your Real Estate Questions Today!

Call or Email Deanna with
your Real Estate Questions Today!

Call or Email Deanna with
your Real Estate Questions Today!

®

Trevor Hancock isn’t just a Morris 
dancer. He’s also a professor and 
Senior Scholar in the School of Health 
and Social Policy at the University 
of Victoria; a columnist on public 
health issues for the Times Colonist; a 
neighbourhood activist; and a former 
tall ship sailor, for example. But he is 
a Morris dancer, too, and a prominent 
figure in the Victoria Morris dancing 
scene.

But what is Morris 
dancing? Humorously, 
Trevor defines it as a kind 
of non-violent rugby: a 
team of people get together 
to do something energetic, 
and then they go to the pub 
and sing songs. Pressed for 
something more helpful, 
he defines Morris as an old 
English dance tradition 
dating back to the 13th or 
14th century.
That sounds straightforward, but 
before I can ask him about his own 
personal involvement, Trevor launches 
into the complicated history of this 
dance tradition. Apparently, during the 
nineteenth century in England, Morris 
was dying out as villagers moved to the 
cities and the dance became regarded as 
old-fashioned and irrelevant. But right 
at the end of the century, well-known 
folklore researcher Cecil Sharp observed 

the dance, and in 1910 formed an 
organization called the Morris Ring 
to preserve it in a mainstream version 
generally known as Cotswold Morris: 
men in white clothes decorated with 
ribbons, bells at their ankles, waving 
handkerchiefs.

In the 1960s and 1970s the tradition 
got a make-over, as electric folk 
bands like the Albion Band started 
playing Morris tunes and young 
people discovered a different Morris 
tradition: Border Morris, where the 
wearing of black clothes, blackface 
and black tophats created a more edgy 
look. Women – who in fact had done 
much to preserve the Morris in the 
early 20th century, both as folklorists 
and by dancing as a form of physical 
activity in schools – had a place in 

a third tradition: Northwest Morris, 
which involves flowery hoops called 
garlands, short sticks with bells on, and 
intertwining patterns of dance. 

Interestingly, all three traditions are 
represented in Victoria. Hollytree 
Morris, a Cotswold “side” (as Morris 
groups are called) was formed in 
1973 and is the oldest side in Canada. 
Quicksbottom Morris, named after 
a local park, is a Border side, and 
Island Thyme is a woman’s side in the 
Northwest tradition. There are also sides 
on Gabriola Island, and in Vancouver, 
Seattle and Portland, and these sides, 
and many others, get together in 
periodic gatherings called Ales, an old 
British word for festival.  

So what’s the attraction of Morris 
dancing?  Trevor’s appearance – bushy 
beard, ragged green sweater, baggy 
corduroy trousers and scuffed sandals –  
reminds me that he is an academic, and, 
given his relish for Morris history, at first 
I wonder if his interest in Morris is as an 
esoteric curiosity. It turns out, though, 
that Trevor likes Morris for totally non-
intellectual reasons. He likes it because it 
keeps body and brain healthy, pointing 
out that Hollytree has a 91-year-old 
member who is still dancing. And then 
there is the beer. Socializing in a pub is 
an essential component of the Morris 
experience, and many friendships have 
formed as endorphins flood through 
bodies stimulated by exercise and ale.

Perhaps most important for Trevor is 
that Morris represents a living tradition. 
Yes, there are tunes and dances handed 

Photo courtesyTrevor Hancock 
Trevor in his finery at the 

Canada Day Picnic 
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a lantern parade, come to Lights on 
Gorge on December 18, where you 
will experience, among other things, 
Quicksbottom Morris performing 
songs and a Mummer’s Play. What’s a 
Mummer’s Play? Come and see!

–Chris Bullock 

Top Shelf
 

Bookkeeping Ltd 
101-76 Gorge Road West, Tel: 250-388-9423            1253 B Esquimalt Road, Tel: 250-590-4050 

EFile  from  $57 plus GST 
   No Appointment Necessary   -  Interac & All Major Credit Cards Accepted                

 

down, but there are also tunes and 
dances created in the present. A notable 
example is a dance called “Moose 
Highway,” using a tune created by one 
of the musicians (the Morris always 
uses live music) and involving moose 
calls!  Trevor’s attachment to Morris 
dancing – which is performed outdoors 
– also reflects his abiding connection 
with nature, the green world and rural 
elements of life. It was this connection 
that drew him and his wife Franny to 
their house on Ker Avenue, close to 
Colquitz Creek and Cuthbert Holmes 
Park.

As I leave his secluded front garden, 
completely shielded from the street 
by a hedge, Trevor reminds me to 
let readers know that the two sides 
he belongs to (Quicksbottom and 
Hollytree) are always looking for new 
dancers and musicians interested in 
what he calls the Morris triathlon: 
dancing, singing and drinking. To this 
I add: if you are interested in a different 
triathlon, a solstice triathlon involving 
singing, eating and participating in 

To local artists: If you are willing 
to be interviewed by Chris Bullock 
for this series, please contact him at 
chrisbullock@shaw.ca

 

To readers. If you are interested in 
coming to the book launch of a 
Vancouver Island detective novel by 
two local writers, please come to Kay 
Stewart and Chris Bullock’s launch of 
Tour de Mort at 2 p.m. on  Saturday, 
November 19, 2 p.m. at the Church of 
Truth, on the corner of Superior and 
Belleville, or at Gorge-ous Coffee at 2 
p.m. on Sunday, December 4th.

TWO INVITATIONS

Photo courtesyTrevor Hancock 

A Memorial 
Tree in 

Honour of 
Xavier Pelletier

The folowing is an excerpt from 
Chris Kask’s speech at the planting 
of a memorial tree in the Gorge Park 
Community Gardens. The tree was 
donated by the GTCA. 

“Xavier died in a bicycling 
accident in 2013 at age 16, 
a tragedy in itself.  There's 
something that touches us 
differently when a young 
person dies too soon.  And in 
this case, it seemed even more 
tragic because Xavier was 
cycling with his Mom and 
Uncle on a ride to conquer 
cancer.  But that is also why 
we wanted to remember him 
today and tomorrow with this 
memorial tree, because he was 
out doing something positive, 
he was helping others, he was 
getting involved, he wasn't 
just googling what life has to 
offer, he was living what life 
has to offer.  And for that, 
we plant this living thing 
so that we may reflect on 
those qualities that Xavier 
represents.”

Quiksbottom dance at the Canada Day Picnic 
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250-727-0099

We make house calls!
We offer a wide variety of veterinary services in your 

home with convenient hours to suit your needs.
See our website for a complete list of services & hours.

 www.mckvets.com

Randall Garrison, MP ESQUIMALT–SAANICH–SOOKE  

Supporting a safe and   
sustainable Gorge Tillicum

2904 Tillicum Road 
Victoria  V9A 2A5

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Monday–Thursday  
or by appointment

250-405-6550 
Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca 
www.RandallGarrison.ndp.ca  
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2 CAN DINE FOR $18.95 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

11:30 am to Late 
24 Burnside Rd. West 

 778-430-5858
www. kukusrestaurant.com 

Upcoming Events 

11

100A Burnside Rd. West  250-474-2477

875 Viewfield Road,  
Victoria, B.C. V9A 4V2

www.irwinvi.com
irwin@irwinvi.com

*Living in and serving the Gorge
Tillium community since 2000*

Saanich Remembrance Day Ceremony: Friday, 
November 11, 10:45 am – 12:30 pm at the 
Cenotaph in front of Saanich Municipal Hall at 770 
Vernon Avenue. More info. at www.saanich.ca 

39th Annual Creative Craft Fair: November 11 
– 13, at Pearkes Rec. Centre. More information at 
www.creativecraftfairs.com 

Christmas Craft Market - Youth: Saturday, 
November 12, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm at Pearkes Rec. 
Centre. More info. at www.saanichrec.ca 

Emergency Preparedness Begins with You 
Workshop: Wednesday, November 16, 7:00 – 8:30 
pm at Pearkes Rec Centre. FREE. Register online 
at www.saanichrec.ca 

National Jersey Skate Day: Friday, November 18, 
5:45 – 6:55 pm at Pearkes Rec. Centre. Show your 
love and support for sport by wearing a jersey, team 
or club uniform to school, work or play. Wear your 
jersey and get in FREE to this Everyone Welcome 
skate. More info. at www.saanichrec.ca 

Saanich Sports Day: Saturday, November 19, 
12– 3 pm. Bring your family to Pearkes Rec. 
Centre. And try a variety of sports such as lacrosse, 
gymnastics, footsal, t-ball, archery, skipping and 
more. Great prizes to be won. Skating and hockey 
are available from 12.25 – 1.35 pm. More info. at 
www.saanichrec.ca 

Hampton Concert Orchestra Christmas 
Concerts: Sunday, November 27 at 2:00 pm and 
Monday, November 28 at 7.30 pm at Les Passmore 
Seniors' Centre, 286 Hampton Rd. Refreshments 
will be served at intermission. Admission by dona-
tion. More info. at www.hamptonconcertorchestra.ca   

Deck the Hall: Winter Lights Festival: Saturday, 
December 3, 5:00 – 8.30 pm, Saanich Municipal 
Hall. Kick off your holiday season at the Hall with 
a festive lights display and a variety of seasonal 
activities. FREE. More info. at www.saanich.ca 

Drop and Shop: Saturday, December 10, 9.30 – 
11:00 am at Pearkes Rec. Centre. Drop off your 
child (1 – 10 years) for fun and games while you 
shop at Tillicum Centre. FREE. More info. at www.
saanichrec.ca 

Christmas Storytime: Saturday, December 10, 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm at Saanich Centennial Branch 
Library. For young children and their families. Ho, 
Ho, Ho! Enjoy a festive storytime, a craft and a 
tasty holiday treat in anticipation of Christmas Day. 
Admission is on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Visit gvpl.ca or call 250-940-GVPL (4875) for more 
information. 

GVPL Holiday Open House: Saturday, December 
10, at Saanich Centennial Branch. To celebrate the 
holidays, and to say "thank you" for using and sup-
porting your library this year, we'll have free festive 
refreshments at all branches from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Drop by for a treat and a chat!

A Day with Santa: Sunday, December 11.  Join 
us for a FREE full day of family-orientated holiday 
activities: 10:00 am – 11:30 am: a movie at Silver 
City; 12:00 – 1:20 pm: skate and/or kindergym with 
Santa at Pearkes Rec Centre; 1:30 – 2:30 pm: 
Christmas craft at Tillicum Centre. More info. at 
www.saanichrec.ca 

‘Tis the Season: Thursday, December 15, 7:00 
– 8:00 pm at Saanich Centennial Branch Library. 
Join us for a lovely evening while we read some of 
our favourite Christmas stories, poems and songs 
while you enjoy a mug of hot apple cider and a 
cookie. This is a family celebration with stories for 
all. Admission is on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Visit gvpl.ca or call 250-940-GVPL (4875) for more 
information. 

Lights on the Gorge: Sunday, December 18, 
1:30 – 6:00 pm, at the Victoria Canoe and Kayak 
Club and Gorge-ous Café. An informal, local, 
multicultural celebration of light will be back just 
before Winter Solstice this year: music, readings 
and more. To help/volunteer, contact Kay Stewart at 
kay_stewart@shaw.ca or 250-384-8236. For more 
information keep checking the GTCA website at 
www.gorgetillicum.ca 

January 1, 2017: Happy New Year! It is time to 
renew your Gorge Tillicum Community Association 
membership ($5.00 for individuals and $25.00 for 
businesses)!

Spring Bridal Exhibition 2017: Sunday, January 
15, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm, Pearkes Rec. Centre. 
More info. at www.bridalexhibition.ca 

Victoria Health Show 2017: January 21 – 22 at 
Pearkes Rec. Centre. More info. at http://10times.
com/victoria-health-show

Kids Mega Sale: Saturday, February 4, 9.30 am 
– 12.30 pm at Pearkes Rec Centre. More info. at 
https://sites.google.com/site/vanislandmultiplebirth-
sassn/kms-sales 

Victoria Boat Show: February 17 – 91, Pearkes 
Rec Centre. More info. at www.victoriaboatshow.
com 

55+ Lifestyle Show: March 21 at Pearkes Rec. 
Centre. More info. at http://55pluslifestyle.com/
victoria/

Victoria Women’s Show: March 25 – 26 at 
Pearkes Rec. Centre. More info. at www.victoriawo-
mensshow.com 

Want to Promote Your Event?
Email community events to 

Katherine at kmbrandt@telus.net
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DETAILS:
Per GTCA By-law #3:  Membership is open to any resident or property 
owner who is 19 years old or older living within the area defined in 
Article 5 of the Constitution, and persons engaged in business within the 
Association territory.

Per GTCA By-law #5:  Membership is from January 1 to December 31 
of the year. New membership shall be valid from the time of payment of 
membership fees to December 31 of the same year.

Per GTCA By-law #7:  Membership is available in two categories:

(a)	 Single is open to individuals and carries the right to one vote at 
meetings.

(b)	 Corporate is open to businesses operating in the Association 
territory as defined in Article 5 and carries the right to one vote at 
meetings.

At the Centre
G . R .  P E A R K E S  R E C R E AT ION  C E N T R E

Pearkes Recreation Centre

Gorge Tillicum Community Association,  
P.O. Box 44152, Victoria, BC  V9A 7K1

www.gorgetillicum.ca  |         /GorgeTillicum

 New Membership(s) or  
Renewing Membership(s)

DATE:____________________________________

NAME:_ __________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________ 	

_______________________________________

PHONE NUMBER:_ ___________________________

*EMAIL ADDRESS: _ __________________________

*This will be added to our distribution list for occasional emails 
regarding upcoming events or community issues.

If you are paying for other members of your household, please 
list the other Members’ names:

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

PAYMENT:      
Please enclose payment and mail to above address

     
Individual: $5/each x  ___memberships =_ _$_________

Couples : $10/each x  ___ memberships =	 $_________

Business: $25/each x  ___ memberships =	 $_________

Donation:  Your extra support helps offset  
Newsletter and other costs.  Thank-you! 	 +	 $__________

Total Payment Enclosed 	 =	 $__________

www.facebook.com 
/saanichparksandrecreation

www.twitter.com 
/SaanichParksRec

We thank the many members who 
have renewed or joined for 2016. It’s 
not too late!  Though our membership 
year runs January 1 to December 
31, our renewing members remain 
in good standing for one year after 
renewal. Join or renew by mail or 
online on our website!

Membership Application

Pearkes Hockey Program
*New Sponsor Needed*

new

The RBC Hockey League was created 
four years ago as a sponsorship pro-
gram, offered in collaboration with GR 
Pearkes Recreation Centre and the 
new RBC at Uptown. Initially started 
with an extremely generous donation 
of $20,000, this program is one of few 
alternatives to joining a Minor Hockey 
Association for 4 to 13 year olds that 
wish to play. The league is suitable for 
any child who can skate the length of 
the ice and who can fall and get up 
without help.

We are proud of the program’s focus 
on skills development and having fun; 

however, the program is most extraor-
dinary in that it allows hockey to be a 
sport accessible to every child. The 
program fees for the season (Sep-
tember to March) are $154 per player, 
with goalie program fees only $92. 
Full gear is also offered free of charge 
to families that request it, and every 
child receives a jersey to keep. 

We are extremely grateful to RBC for 
the past four years of support and are 
now seeking a partner to ensure this 
program is successful for the next 
three to five years.


