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GTCA – What We Do  
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• 3 issues per year 
• 3800 hard copies 

delivered to every home 
in our neighbourhood 

Communications & Information Sharing 
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Facebook 2200 Followers 

Instagram 396 Followers 



Informal communications & 
conversations 
• Responding to questions and 

concerns 
• Community discussions
• Meetings over coffee

Communications & Community Engagement 
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•Meeting with developers at various 
stages of the process 

•Encouraging them to follow the 
Community Design Guidelines 

•Encouraging and supporting robust 
public consultation

•Negotiating Community Amenities 

•Preparing official letters to Saanich 
Planning 

•Speaking to Council 

Engaging in the Development Process 
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Gorge Canada Day Picnic 
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• 20+ years
• Largest event in Saanich with 

10,000+ visitors 
• Strong neighbourhood & 

business support 



Lights on the Gorge 
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• Winter Solstice Celebration
• Indoor & Outdoor Event
• Added more holiday lights at 

VCKC  



Musical Mornings 
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• 3 small concerts along the 
Gorge Waterway

• Nice surprise for people in 
the neighbourhood 



Pumpkin Parade 
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• 2nd Annual Pumpkin Parade
• Great community response
• Sooo many pumpkins  



Pollinator Gardens
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• New pollinator garden at the 
Sunflower Mural

• Beehives on the roof! 



Music in the Park 
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• Joint initiative with Saanich 
• Great turn out! 
• Everyone was up dancing 



Boulevard Brigade
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• Volunteers who take care of 
these planted areas

• Without these volunteers 
Saanich would have just put 
in grass or concrete

• Lots of spring bulbs added in 
the last few years



Gorge Park Clean-ups 
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• Spring and Fall cleanups of 
Gorge Park 

• Next cleanup this coming 
Saturday – April 22 – Earth 
Day 



Curb Appeal 
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• Neighbourhood art displays
• Growing each year 
• This year it’s May 1-14th



GTCA – How We Do It 
Our Working Groups 

April 15, 2021 17



Climate & Environment Working Group
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Key Initiatives: 
• Walter Park Stewardship
• Pollinator Projects 
• Boulevard Brigade
• Tree Group 



Land Use Working Group 
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Combination of the former Buildings 
Working Group & the Mobility and 
Transportation Working Group 

Key Initiatives: 
• Lobbying for multi-modal 

transportation 
• Better public realm infrastructure 
• Community amenities 



Arts Working Group 
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Promote all things artistic in our 
neighbourhood:  
• public art installations
• performing arts
• art shows etc.



Food Resilience Working Group 
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o Resilience in the face of climate and other 

changes

o Increased participation in production / 

increased local production

o Closer connections to / relationships 

between consumers, producers and 

processors

o Maximize eating within the local 

ecosystem (i.e. what’s seasonally 

available)



Canada Day Committee 
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• Dedicated group of volunteers 
who organize the Canada Day 
Event. 

• A few have been involved since 
day one!

• Chaired by Chris Kask 



What’s Happening in the 
Neighbourhood
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Gorge Road (Admirals to Tillicum) 
Roadworks and Bike lanes
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• Phase one to be complete by 
the end of summer 

• Phase two – Tillicum to 
Harriet to start in 2024  



APPROVED – Waiting for 
a building permit 

Gorge/Tillicum Il Greco Development 
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Housing Developments 
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Most developments 
stuck in limbo



• Managed by Our 
Place Society 

• Now occupied
• Still waiting for the 

community advisory 
group to get going

Albina Supportive Housing Development 
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2023/2024 Key Initiative #1 
Community Celebrations & 

Public Art 
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2023/2024 Key Initiative #2 
Getting More Trees Planted
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2023/2024 Key Initiatives #3
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Neighbourhood Advocacy



Together We Can a Difference

Thank You 
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