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10th Annual Canada Day Picnic

Record crowds, great weather, and top-notch entertainment made this our
best picnic ever. But does the picnic have a future? Please turn to page 3.
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Paul Gerrard
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Of the declared candidates for Council in the Saanich
municipal elections, only one is from the Gorge Tillicum

area; GTCA president, Paul Gerrard. We asked Paul a

few questions about his plans.

GTCA: You have declared that you will run for a seat on Saanich
council in the November 15th election?

PG: Yes, I just missed being elected in 2005, and hope that this time, more
people will know me and can support my position on issues that I feel are
important.

GTCA: What would some of those issues bhe?

PG: I am a business owner in the construction industry, and see the effects
of escalating land costs, materials, and labour every day in this region. I really
feel we need a new vision and creative thinking on housing affordability, and
the way we plan our communities. I also think that we need to invest heavily
on upgrading both our transit system and infrastructure to encourage more
people to use public transportation, and improve the cycling and pedestrian
environment. Ultimately, I believe our long-term vision should be to have LRT
routes connecting all of the municipalities in the CRD.

Economic development is another important issue with me. Saanich defaults
to a regional model on economic development, and it disturbs me that we
educate students in our universities and colleges, only to lose them to other
opportunities elsewhere. The Vancouver Island Tech Park is a positive example
of private companies with a shared business interest creating an environment
that attracts and encourages workers to stay here. We need more high-tech,
green and sustainable businesses like that in Saanich!

...continued on page 3
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What is the future for
Canada Day Picnic?

oming off a very successful 10th Gorge Canada Day Picnic, this may
seem like a strange question. It’s a hard one to pose, coming from
someone who’s been involved right from the start. Here’s the situation...

The Picnic team is made up of the same core individuals who began the event 10
years ago. While we still enjoy the satisfaction of doing a good job each year, we
are in need of fresh faces and new ideas so that the Picnic doesn’t become stale
and static. Clearly the format we’ve established works well, but it does need
tweaking and renewal as the second decade opens.

Alternatively, some of the picnic ‘old hands’ may choose to stand down after ten
years, leaving me to wonder where the replacements would come from? We have
some very committed volunteers, but we can’t expect that everyone will want to,
or be able to, continue year after year.

We have created a great Gorge tradition around the Canada Day Picnic, and as
such we would like to see it continue. The planning group begins its work early
in the new year and we really need some new faces for ‘ 09 to ensure a future
for the Picnic. For further information or comments, please contact Harry Lewis
(h.lewis@telus.net).

...continued from page 2

President’s Q&A

GTCA: What experience can you bring to Saanich council ?

PG: Locally, I am president of the Gorge Tillicum Community Association, a
board member of Saanich Neighbourhood Place, Vice-chair of SCAN ( Saanich
Community Association Network ) a member of the Gorge Waterway Action
Society and The Land Conservancy, and have sat on many Saanich Advisory
Committees, including Planning, Transportation, and Economic Development.

Regionally, I am Vice-chair of the Greater Victoria Public Library Board, a
board member of the Capital Region Housing Corporation, a member of the
City of Victoria Board of Variance, president of the Burnside Gorge Community
Association (Victoria), and a member of the Canadian Wildlife Federation.

GTCA: What do you consider your most satisfying achievements
in the community?

PG: Helping to secure federal and provincial infrastructure funding for our
wonderful Saanich Centennial Library and the Burnside Gorge Community
Centre; being a part of a great team responsible for our annual Gorge Canada
Day Picnic; helping to create a true “Urban Village” at Tillicum Centre; and
being pro-active and professional in dealing with Saanich council and staff.

For more information go to www.paulgerrard.ca

_Deanna Noyce & John Francis
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: In 2006 through 2007 we sold more houses

Annual
Gorge Park
Clean up

he annual Great Canadian

Shoreline Clean up is

quickly approaching. As
well as picking up garbage, we
will be removing invasive species.

This year’s event will be on
Saturday, September 27th
starting at 9:00 am.

The continuing work
by Saanich Parks and
dedicated volunteers
have made vast

zmp rovements to Gorge

Park.

However, like all gardens, the
work is never finished. We invite
all friends and neighbours of our
community to come out to lend a
hand. Saanich Parks will assist
us and supply some pruning
tools. Bring your own work gloves
and pruning tools if you wish.

Please join us in the park
across from Fairway
Market. Coffee, water and
donuts will be supplied by
Tim Hortons.

GORGE-TILLICUM AREA SPECTALISTS

“We live in this area, and we love it!”’

WANT TO KNOW
i WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH?

No-obligation firee professional written report

in the area than any other realtor or team

RVMN Camosun

Fall 2008 www.gorgetillicum.ca

Call free 24-hour recording for details
1-800-337-0149, Code 2199#
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Great Blue Herons in
Cuthbert Holmes Park

here was great excitement in the summer of 2007 when Great Blue Herons

settled in Cuthbert Holmes Park. After abandoning their Beacon Hill Park

rookery in May 2007 due to ongoing predation by a Bald Eagle, some of
the herons relocated to Cuthbert Holmes Park. In 2007, there were nine nests in
two trees, including the black cottonwood beside the former archery range. Trudy
Chatwin, a Species at Risk Biologist with the Ministry of Environment suspected
that these birds were re-nesting since they were incubating in July and feeding
chicks through until September. Herons had nested in Cuthbert Holmes Park
in the mid-1990s and the 2007 return was the first time since then that herons
resided in Cuthbert Holmes Park. Trudy was particularly happy to see that the
herons had chosen a breeding area that was protected.

In 2008 the heron colony expanded and included a section of Douglas fir in the
western area of the park. An encouraging survey undertaken by Trudy on May
23, 2008 determined that there were 30 active nests in 20 trees. Unfortunately,
similar to the Beacon Hill colony, Bald Eagles took notice and preyed upon the
herons, as evidenced by the horrendous screams of adults during an eagle attack,
and numerous clusters of feathers spotted in the vicinity of the rookery. Seven
chicks that had fallen from the nests, or were dropped by eagles, were rescued by
concerned citizens and taken to WildARC (the SPCA’s wild animal rescue centre

- www.wildarc.com). Of the seven rescued chicks, four have survived, with three
being released at Esquimalt Lagoon and one still in care at WildARC.

On July 1, 2008 Trudy Chatwin, Honica Zylstra, George and Vicki Blogg and
Julian Anderson conducted a follow-up survey to determine the fate of active
nests and nestlings, and also mark the Great Blue Heron Nest Trees, which are
protected under the Wildlife Act of BC. We found that the numbers of nests were
substantially reduced since the May visit. By July 1st, there were only nine active
nests containing young herons. According to Honica, a frequent park visitor and
heron observer, by July 8th all of the herons had left the colony. We believe that
only three to nine young herons fledged from the 20 nests. This is a poor rate of
survival and these young herons have to learn to fend for themselves and survive
the winter.

We will be keeping a close eye on the rookery in the coming spring with the hope
that some of the Great Blue Herons will return to nest again.

The Friends of Cuthbert Holmes would like to arrange an invasive species bash in
the area of the heron rookery in the fall. If you would like information regarding
this or any of the Friends’ activities, please contact Julian at
CuthbertHolmes@telus.net, or at 250-388-3115.

— Julian Anderson & Trudy Chatwin
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The Gorge Discovery Centre — Looking for something new to do with the kids?

The Centre ishone to

interactive exhibits such as a
touch tank and aquarium—
filled with local creatures
from the Gorge Waterway, an
interactive Watershed Model,

-

~oand displays of critters living

recent addition to the long list of child-centred activities in, or around, the

Gorge Tillicum Neighborhood is the new Gorge Waterway Discovery Centre in

Esquimalt Gorge Park (formerly knows as Kinsmen Gorge Park). The Gorge
Waterway Discovery Centre provides an enriching experience for all ages to learn
about biodiversity and conservation activities in the Gorge.

While the Gorge Discovery Centre is not technically in the Gorge Tillicum area, a
short stroll along the Gorge Park waterway, and across the Tillicum bridge brings
you to the Esquimalt Gorge Park. You will find the Gorge Waterway Discovery
Centre down by the water, housed in what used to be a concession stand run by the
Kinsmen Club.

The Centre is a partnership between the Township of Esquimalt, SeaChange Marine
Conservation Society, Seaquaria in Schools, World Fisheries Trust, Gorge Waterway
Initiative, and Westwind Sea Lab Supplies. Staffed by local biologists, students, and
volunteers, the Centre is open to the public by donation, Thursdays and Sundays
from 10-4pm. During these times UVic Biology Co-op student Amanda Fentiman

is on hand at the centre to help people learn more about the ecology of the Gorge
Waterway. The Centre is planning to remain open through the fall and winter and
would be happy to host school or community groups. If you’d like to arrange a visit
to the centre outside of the regular times, or if you have other questions, email
Amanda at gorgediscovery@gmail.com, or visit the website www.seachangelife.net for
more updates!

— Danielle Andersen
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Urban Farming in Gorge-Tillicum

id you know you can grow your own hazelnuts and walnuts in the Gorge-Tillicum area? Did you know grapes, nectarines

and blueberries thrive in our local soil? And did you know that Vancouver Island is currently only 6% food self-sufficient

— but 50 years ago it was 85% self-sufficient?

ollowing my invitation in the last news-

letter to neighbours interested in getting

together to discuss food security, a
fledgling group held its first meeting in early
July. Our experience with raising food ranges
from not much to a lot, but we all share a
vision of our Gorge-Tillicum neighbourhood
becoming more food self-sufficient.

and shared wisdom, stories and ideas about
food security, urban farming, community
gardening, intergenerational gardening,
gardens in schools, trading vegetable
produce amongst neighbours, holding food-
growing workshops in our neighbourhood
and more.

Since then we've toured some of our gardens,

Interested? Please join us. We are a small, informal
group of neighbours who believe the more connected
we are, the better for all. Email me at
mab@pacificcoast.net or phone 250-381-7522.

— Julia Menard

Graphic design that engages, L e
informs and inspires.

melinda@gowestgroup.com | 250-383-5300 E "'"

David Cllbbﬁl‘ley MLA, Saanich South

David Cubberley’s
community office:

Please contact my office regarding any provincial program or matter

301-3939 Quadra St. Victoria V8X-1J5
Phone: 952-4418 Fax: 952-4566

Mon- Fri 10- Noon and 1-3pm
david.cubberley.mla@leg.bc.ca

Fall 2008 Fall 2008
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Upcoming
Events

Saanich Community Safety Day:
Saturday, September 20, 10am—4pm.
Pearkes Rec. Centre. FREE event
sponsored by Block Watch. Displays,
emergency vehicles, children’s
activities.

Saanich Silver Threads Welcome
Back Lunch: Wednesday, September
24, 11:30 am-1 pm. Les Passmore
Centre, 286 Hampton Rd. Come and
bring a friend. Register at 382-3151.

Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup:
Saturday, September 27, 9am—-1pm:
Gorge Park.

RiverSong: Sing the Salmon Home:
Sunday, September 28,

1-3:30pm. Celebrate B.C. River’s
Day in Cuthbert Holmes Park. Sing
the salmon home and celebrate a
unique urban green space right in
your backyard. This FREE event is led
by professional artists Paula Jardine
and Carolyn Knight. If you wish to
participate or want to know more
about the River’s Day event please
contact Diane Thorpe, Community
Art Specialist, 475-5557 or thorped@
saanich.ca

Saanich Silver Threads
Thanksgiving Dinner: Tuesday,
October 7, 12 pm; Les Passmore, 286
Hampton Rd. Come and enjoy dinner
and entertainment. By ticket only.
Register at 382-3151.

Saanich Silver Threads Hallowe’en
Lunch: Wednesday, October 29,
11.30am-1 pm; Les Passmore,

286 Hampton Rd.

Halloween Spooktacular: Friday,
October 31. Trick or Treating at
Tillicum Centre 3—-4 pm.

Costume Contest at Tillicum
Centre: 4-4:30pm;

Kindergym and Carnival Games

at Pearkes: 4-5:30 pm. For ages 1-6
yrs. FREE. Pre-registration is required
at Pearkes Rec. Centre.

Saanich Silver Threads Autumn
Leaves Lunch: Wednesday, November
26, 11.30am-1 pm. Les Passmore,
286 Hampton Rd.

Many more events taking place
at Pearkes. Check page 8 for a
complete listing.

WALK-IN+

iR surnsiDe FamiLy

MEDICAL CLINIC

NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED

Saanich’s Official
Community Plan

aanich is presently in the process of reviewing its OCP (Official

Community Plan), which was last updated in 1993. Our standard of

living in Saanich is exceptional, but we must react to changing conditions
that impact our lives.We complain about the high price of oil and gas in North
America, but Europeans have been living with prices almost double what we pay
for many years, and have adapted to suit that condition. How can we adapt?

We can drive smaller, more fuel efficient vehicles, invest heavily in public
transportation and infrastructure, improve the cycling and pedestrian
environment, and identify and protect potential LRT corridors.

We can plan complete communities based on Smart
Growth and sustainable principles, and build our
magjor centres with housing, shopping, recreation and
essential services concentrated on, or near, major

transportation routes.

We can develop special development zones, such as the Douglas Street and
Shelbourne Street corridors, to allow mixed-use, mixed housing, live-work,
commercial and office space, all accommodated in one designated area.

We can pre-zone for small-lot family sub-divisions where appropriate, including
affordable units incorporating flex-plex and granny flats, and look at legalizing
secondary suites,

We can encourage builders and developers to build to Built Green and LEED
standards, and embrace alternative energy sources, such as geothermal, solar,
photo-voltaic, wind farm and wave technology.

We can build smaller sewage treatment plants with bio-gas plants attached for
resource recovery of methane, heat, and water for use in homes and businesses.

We can densify within the Urban Containment Boundary, protect ALR lands for
agricultural use and food production, and support small organic farming, pocket
markets, and community gardens.

All of the above is achievable if we are serious about
protecting and enhancing the quality of life in Saanich,
for this and future generations.

— Paul Gerrard

Sat, Sun. & Ho|.9 000“1 fo6 OOpm

101 Burnside Rd. West (between Tillicum and Harriet)

EXTENDED HOURS
Mon. to Fri. 71300m to 9200pm

cLmC

ALSO ON-SITE: X-RAY ¢ LAB « PHARMACY ¢ PHYSIO

w.burnsideclinic.ca
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One of the earliest farms founded in the Gorge area
during the colonial period was “Loch End’, pictured
here courtesy of the BC Archives.

his large homestead was established along the northeastern shore of Portage

Inlet by Robert and Jessie Anderson. Along with other Craigflower Farm set-

tlers, they had sailed to Victoria from England in 1853 aboard the Hudson’s
Bay Company supply ship “Norman Morison”, commanded by Captain David
Wishart. During that long sea voyage, Jessie gave birth to their second daughter who
was christened—as the ship rounded Cape Horn—Eliza Norman Morison Wishart
Anderson, in honour of both the captain and his ship. According to legend, a turtle
shell served as the infant’s cradle. Upon arrival in the colony, the Andersons were
initially housed at Fort Victoria, and then made two moves before purchasing their
360 acres of wilderness along the upper reaches of the Gorge Waterway. Six more
children—among the first students at Craigflower School—were born to the family
before Robert died in 1883, at age 59. Jessie died at the homestead four years
later. Their former farmhouse was likely located along today’s Island Highway near
Marigold School, within site of the Colquitz River estuary seen in the distance.

— Dennis Minaker, author of “The Gorge of Summers Gone”

The rain stopped long enough for the crowd to enjoy a
pleasant evening of music as The Ecclestons played
Rudd Park in late July as part of Saanich’s /g
Music in the Park series.

Fall 2008 www.gorgetillicum.ca

Snippets

A fond farewell to former Board Member
Judy Sigmund, who, in a rare mental
lapse, decided to move out of the area.
Judy was very active in environmental
matters, including organizing the
recent clean-ups in Gorge Park, and
being our representative on the Gorge
Waterway Initiative. Our thanks and
best wishes go to her.
*

Saanich has agreed to form an
information liaison committee to keep
the public informed on the decisions
regarding the new Admirals Rd. Bridge.
The GTCA, along with various school
PACs and nearby community groups,
has been invited to participate. To date,
the committee has not yet met. Again,
we will keep you posted.
*

Did you notice the blue and green bins
at the Canada Day Picnic? With the
services of Refuse.ca, we were able to
divert 112 kgs of organic waste, and 23
kgs of rigid plastics from the landfill.

*

We keep the advertising content of this
newsletter low, but do depend on the
revenue it generates to offset some of
the cost of the newsletter. Do please
try and support those who support us
in this way.

*

Kudos to Saanich Parks for their
work in the gardens along the Gorge
Waterway. They are always a fine show,
but have been especially splendid this
year. It is easy to take these things
for granted, but we should appreciate
what they do.

Hannah
Minielly was
the winner of

* ‘g lovely new

bike, donated
by Canadiary *
Tire, ot

the Gorge
Canada Day
Picnic
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Become a
member of the
Gorge Tillicum

Community

Association
TODAY!

Why become a member?

* Membership dues are only $5.00 per
person ($25.00 per business).

e Your fee will help support our
Annual Canada Day Picnic.

¢ Your fee also helps fund the publi-
cation of this quarterly newsletter,
a valuable information link to the
community.

* You will become part of a very active
group of community-minded people,
who care about the Gorge Tillicum
Community and its neighbour-
hood.

Mail to:
Gorge Tillicum Community Association,
P.O. Box 44152, Victoria, BC V9A 2A0

2008 Membership Application/
Renewal

Name(s) :
Address:
Phone:

Email:

Cheque enclosed ($5/person $25/business):

$

A thousand thanks to View Royal
Canadian Tire for the principal prizes
for the membership draw at the Picnic
— 4 sets of Robert Bateman prints!
The lucky winners were Richard Price,
John Francis, Harry Lewis and Susan
Cross. Additional prizes were donated
by Black Tie Wine, Wings Restaurant,
Sabri Restaurant, Gorge Video, Mr.
Tubbs Ice Cream, Rogers Video,
Silver City, Gorge Pointe Pub and
Starbucks at the Gorge Centre. Our
grateful thanks to each of them.

=T
L

Rob Fleming, MLA
victoria - Hillside

| 1020 Hillside Avenue
| 2503602023
. rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca

erving Our Community &
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I G.R. PEARKES

~  RECREATION CENTRE

Saanich Community Safety Day
Saturday Sept 20
10:00-4:00pm
Pearkes Rec Centre

his is a free family event, and various community safety oriented

organizations will be in attendance, including: Saanich Police and Fire

departments, Tom Thumb Safety Village for kids, Bert and Gert Stay Alert...
Stay Safe bunnies, Coast Guard, and Saanich Emergency Program. There will
also be various stage show displays, including the Saanich Police Dive Team and
Canine Unit. Door prizes and lots of fun for everyone!

Pearkes Recreation Centre has a new Manager

Please come in and meet our new manager Clayton Postings. Clayton arrived
from Williams Lake on July 14. Welcome Clayton.

Special Events
Vancouver Island Victoria Baby Fair 2008 - September 27" & 28%
BC Women’s Show - October 3, 4t & 5t
Victoria Renovation & Design Show - October 17%, 18%, & 19™
Ski & Outdoor, Show & Sale - November 15t
Creative Craft Fair - November 7%, 8% & 9t
Antique Show - November 14% & 15%
Vancouver Island Multiple Births Association - Kids Mega Sale - November 2274

Magical Christmas Gift Show - December 5t", 6% & 7%

Facility &
Registration Hours:

Statutory Holiday Hours:

Monpay, Sept 1, 10:00-4:00rm THurs, Dec 25, CLosED

Sept 1512008 - Jan 272009 | MonpaY Ocrt 13, 6:30-10:30pm | Fri Dec 26, 10:00-4:00pm
Tues, Nov 11, 6:30-10:30pm
Wep Dec 24, 6:30-12:00rm

Mon-Fri 6:30am- 10:00rm
Sat-Sun 7:00am - 10:00pm

Saanich

WEep Dec 31, 6:30-12:00rm
THURrs JAN 1, CLOSED

(5

24 hour info line:
475-5576
www.saanich.ca

Recreation

PARKS & RECREATION

Pearkes Recreation Centre

PEARKES RECREATION CENTRE
3100 Tillicum Road

Phone 475-5400
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