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peeding in the school and
S playground zones around

Craigflower Elementary is a
growing problem. The majority of vehi-
cles, especially those travelling south-
bound along Admirals Road towards
Esquimalt, fail to slow down even a
small amount, let alone to the posted
speed of 30km/hr, when they enter the
school zone. This is also a playground
zone, which is completely disregarded
by the majority of drivers.

The intersection at Admirals and
Gorge is also a problem. The cross-
walk lines at this intersection are
poorly maintained and allowed to fade
completely. In the past few years, only
a call from the school principal has
resulted in their repainting. Drivers
are very impatient at this intersection,
often running lights and making illegal
turns in an effort to get to their desti-
nation faster. My mother, the school
crossing guard, witnesses unsafe, bad
driving at this intersection on a daily

Dangerous Driving around Craigflower School

basis. This has included near misses
between cyclists and drivers, a cyclist
hit, a dog hit by a car doing an illegal
U-turn, drivers cutting off elementary
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school students crossing in the cross-
walk on a walk light (with crossing
guard assistance). Recently, she was
hit by a driver making an illegal turn
through the intersection. Fortunately
she was not seriously harmed, but
had it been a smaller child, they would
likely have been seriously injured.

Speed limits around schools are lower
for a reason. Young children can be
unpredictable, and lower speed limits
allow drivers time to react to the
unexpected. Along Finlayson Rd on
the westbound approach to Quadra
Elementary School, there are several
narrow islands, planted with trees.
These islands narrow the road slightly
while still allowing for bike lanes and
traffic flow. The driver response is

to slow down. Maybe something like
this, or some other engineered solu-
tion, could be incorporated on the
approaches to Craigflower Elementary
school in future Admirals Road plans.

A safe walking approach

to school for students at
Craigflower Elementary,

and for all students who use
this intersection should be a
priority.

I urge anyone in the community who
has concerns regarding the traffic on
Admirals Rd to send them to the Gorge
Community Association, Saanich
Council, and Saanich Engineering.
Every voice counts and the more

people who speak up, the more chance
that something positive will happen.

— Ashley Dittmer
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a_word from the pl‘ eSident

hew! That says it all. From transportation issues to park management, it

has been a very busy spring for all of us on the board. Fortunately, at our

AGM in March we welcomed 3 new directors to the board, Norma Dowler,
Pam Loadman, and Vera Wynn-Williams. We also welcomed back our good friend
John Hoole after a brief absence. Unfortunately, one of our longest serving directors,
Ed Lyons, has had to step down as his business is keeping him occupied. Also at
the AGM, Karen Laberee was elected as our new vice-president and John Hoole has
taken on the role of membership secretary. My thanks go out to all those who have
volunteered their valuable time helping our neighbourhood thrive.

Work for the new board began the following week with our regular board meeting. As
usual our top issues included our parks, both the bi-annual cleanup of Gorge Park
and the ongoing developing a long term management plan for Cuthbert Homes.

Perhaps the hottest issue at the moment is all facets of transpor-
tation in our neighbourhood. That is what drove the theme for
this issue of our newsletter, and you can imagine the amount of
work that is going on behind the scenes on this topic.

A priority has been to improve communications, not only with our membership, but
the broader community as well. So, if you have been over to Pearkes Recreation
Centre lately you will have noticed our new bulletin board which is full of information
about things going on in our community. In the modern world of web sites and face-
book, I have been pleasantly surprised by the positive response to our newest addi-
tion. Special recognition must go out to Ramon Farmer who designed and manufac-
tured the board especially for us.

As I write this, summer is now within sight. The perfect start will be the 13th annual
Gorge Canada Day Picnic. This event has become a staple for Saanich and we are
working to make sure there is something for everyone. After that, on August 23,
Music in the Park in our own Rudd Park will return. Before we know it, summer will
have past and we will be working on our next issue. In the meantime, let us know
what you think about the work we do or anything else in the neighbourhood that you
might want to bring to our attention.

— Rob Wickson, President
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LOCAL HEROES Picnic Partners

elow I make mention of the support we need from community members
to make the Gorge Canada Day Picnic a continuing success.

Here, I want to acknowledge as Local Heroes those businesses that
have been longstanding supporters of the Picnic. As a result of their annual
sponsorship, our event enjoys a solid base of support.
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Picnic Time - Playing your Part

ncluded with this edition of Neighbourhood News is the program for the 13th

Annual Gorge Canada Day Picnic. The Picnic is organized by a dedicated

team of GTCA members (your neighbours), all volunteering their time to host
this great event. May and June are particularly busy months for the team with a
myriad of questions to be answered and tasks to be completed so that the show
runs smoothly on July 1st.

But while the organizers have lots to do, you have a part to play too:
1. Invite friends and family to join you on the Gorge for Canada Day;

2. Renew your GTCA membership, at just $5/yr everyone can afford it;
3. Talk to us at the GTCA tent; let us hear your voice on local affairs;
4. Check the website for info on volunteering on the day; and

5. At day’s end, please lend a hand with those tables and chairs.

We are proud of our Gorge Canada Day Picnic; it is a
magor showcase for our community and a fundraiser for
GTCA. As a Gorge Tillicum resident, you are a part of
this event and your support is crucial. Help us keep the
tradition going by being involved on July Ist.

— Harry Lewis

GORGE-TILLICUM AREA SPECIALIST

“I live in this area, and I love it!”

—

@w DEANNA NOYCE
hj WV  YOURFAMILY REALTOR
(250) 818-8806

—
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UpcomingEvents

Preschoolers in the Park - Craigflower Park:
Friday, June 17, 10:00 — 11:30 am. This free park
program lets children (1 month — 6 years) enjoy
outdoor play on our adventure playgrounds, an
organized circle time and a guided nature walk
through the neighbourhood. Bring a stroller or
child carrier. Registration is not required.

13th Gorge Canada Day Picnic: Friday, July 1,
8:30 am - 4:00 pm at Gorge Waterway Park and
Kosapsom Park. Celebrate Canada Day along
the Gorge Waterway with a pancake breakfast,
parade, stage entertainment,

classic cars, kids’ activities, street hockey, straw-
berry tea, market and more. More information at
www.gorgetillicum.ca

Gorge on Art: Saturday, July 2, 11:00 am -

4:00 pm. Walk the Gorge Waterway and visit a
fabulous selection of art from over 45 artists, for
viewing and purchase. Food, refreshments and
ongoing musical entertainment. More information
at www.saanich.ca

Saanich Trails & Treks: Gentle Walk & Talk

— Kinsmen Gorge Park: Thursday, July 7, 9:30
—11:00 am. Meet in main parking lot of Kinsmen
Park. Suitable for all walking abilities. No fee or
registration required. For details call 250-475-
5408.

Sunfest on Ice: Thursday, July 7, 3.00 - 4.20
pm at G. R. Pearkes Rec. Centre. Enjoy an
icecream cone. Skate rentals are FREE. Please
bring a non-perishable food item for the Saanich
Neighbourhood Place food cupboard. More info:
www.saanich.ca

Preschoolers in the Park — Gorge Waterway
Park: Friday, July 29, 10:00 — 11:30 am. Meet
at playground at the corner of Tillicum Road and
Gorge Road. Free park program. See details
above.

Music in Rudd Park: Tuesday, August 23, 6:00
- 8:00 pm. Bring your picnic dinner, blankets and
chairs and enjoy a free neighbourhood concert in
Rudd Park with music by Terry Brennan. Food is
available for purchase. For more information call
250-475-5408.

Gorge Park Cleanup: Saturday, September 24.
9:00 am - 1:00 pm.

5th Annual RiverSong: Life Along the
Colquitz: Sunday, September 25. Celebrate B.C.
River’s Day in Cuthbert Holmes Park. Sing the
salmon home and celebrate a unique urban green
space right in your backyard. For more informa-
tion please contact Diane Thorpe, diane.thorpe@
saanich.ca

WANT TO KNOW
WHAT YOUR

HOME IS WORTH?
Call Deanna Today!

RE{MQ(-Camosun




The Vision of a Natural City

n April 14, Saanich City Councilor Vic Derman gave a public talk
on what he calls the “Natural City”, and a few GTCA board members
attended to learn more.

The main idea of a Natural City is to integrate the city and its
neighbourhoods more with nature. The overarching vision is to

approach urban design with nature’s way of thinking and acting.
What does that mean practically?

Vic suggests we adopt three lenses to move us closer to a Natural City. When
looking at any change to our city/neighbourhood, whether adding a new
building, amending our transportation system or saving our natural spaces, we
can use these three lenses to guide us.

The first lens is “Global Sustainability.” Will the urban change we are
considering help us meet global environmental goals, such as mitigating climate
change? Using this lens helps us decide funding priorities. For example, with
transportation—are we advocating for options which decrease greenhouse gases
(like transit, cycling, and pedestrian walkways)?

The second lens is “Local Sustainability.” An example of applying this lens

is with food. Since only about 5% of our food is grown locally, we aren’t self-
sustaining yet. So, “locally sustainable” would have us planning how to increase
our local food production. Can we increase it to 15% by 2020—and if so, how?

The third lens is “Quality of Life and Place.” Our big draw is our natural beauty,
yet we need to move away from an energy and resource-intensive economic
model that degrades our natural environment. Attention to quality of life means
creating more opportunities for economically sustainable livelihoods with new
technologies and being able to work closer to home (community villages). For
example, if a developer wants to create a new building, we clearly ask for more
amenities to support the increased population—from increased food-growing to

Sipalee

Preparing to Attack:Invasives

F_’.hoto by Katrinka®Karpes

volunteers for coming out on April

30 to our annual Earth Day Gorge
Park clean up and invasive plant
removal. I would also like to thank the
staff at Saanich parks for supplying
tools and manpower, Tim Horton’s for
the coffee and donuts and View Royal
Canadian Tire for donating 6 pairs of
loppers.

Iwould like to thank the 40+

Our biannual clean ups over
the past 5 years have made
noticeable improvements in
Gorge Park, however regular
maintenance is needed to keep
up with the removal of invasive
plants.

We are in the process of forming a

group of volunteers who will spend

a couple hours bi-weekly or monthly

working on invasive plant removal

in the park. If you are interested in

joining our group please contact: Ray

Farmer — ramon.asm@shaw.ca or

Gabe Epstein - belle.leonl@gmail.com
— Ray Farmer

Warning: Poison Hemlock

community gathering places like a coffee shop.

Vic sees denser communities as the way of our future and planning for these
communities as critical. He says without it, we can easily create “dumb density”
by simply piling more units into a given area. The process of creating “Natural
Cities” that are attractive, sustainable, and livable is much more difficult and
requires considerable planning and forethought. It is critical that we understand
our city and neighbourhood’s context within nature and take an active role in
designing and implementing improvements. Vic Derman can be contacted at Poison Hemlock is an extensively branching plant that grows to between 0.5 and

Poison hemlock is an extremely toxic plant that has made its way into our gardens and parks. All parts of the

plant can cause serious illness or death if consumed. This is a weedy species that establishes and spreads quickly  For 1arger populations, the priority

action is to stop seed production.

and can be mistaken for edible plants in the same family (for example parsley, wild carrot/Queen Anne’s Lace). 5O NOT COMBOSTI!

For more information and photos,
please go to: www.saanich.ca/living/
environment/pdf/invasive /poison-
hemlock-alert-web.pdf.

form a broad, umbrella-shaped
inflorescence that can be as much

as 0.5 meters across. Because all
parts of this plant are poisonous, use
gloves and protective clothing when
handling it. Wash all clothing and
tools afterwards. Manual removal

is recommended, taking caution to

vicderman@shaw.ca 3 m with thick hollow stems and distinctive purple blotches on smooth stems. The
bright green triangular leaves are finely divided and fern-like. Small white flowers

— Julia Menard

MLA Victoria-Swan Lake

Rob Fleming,
&,

For positive identification on

private land please call Saanich
Environmental Services 250-475-5471
or in parks call Saanich Parks

103-300 Gorge Rd W

Top Shelf ;
T P Bookkeeping Ltd.
e oo b —

IN DUSTRIES I(ﬁlg;g' « Gutter Protection Systems
+Fascia / Barge / Window Capping
*Vinyl ; Aluminum ; Hardboard Siding
« Steel Siding / Roofing
+Vinyl Aluminum Soffiing

Victoria, B.C. V9A TM8
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED

Efile Service from $47 pLus HST

875 Viewfield Road, 2 Convenient Year-Round Locations

oo Victoria, B.C. V9A 4V2

384-4330

Complinerls o7y 0 website: wwwirwinvi.com CanopiesPatio Covers 101-76 Gorge Rd. West 1253 B Esquimalt Rd. Working for you avoid skin contact with any part of 250-475-5522.
Al AR of Jim, Leslic s E-mail: iivic@inetex.com « Aluminium Railings Victoria, BC V9A 1K5 Victoria, BC V9A 3P4 h 1 irgini
[STOVIES vecula L ORLY) FOR 5 DAYS FOR 5 DOLIARY & Stalf bi é . ) 1020 Hillside Avenue the p ant. . Vlrglnla Bennett
TG % Tel: 250-388-9423 Tel: 250-590-4050 250 360.2023
Phone: 3825154 Fax: 250-361-9424 Fax: 250-590-5435 2
1 FREE VIDEO WITH THIS AD @ Paul Gerrard one: 382-5154 rob.fleming.mia@leg.be.ca

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1994 www.robflemingmla.ca

Summer 2011 Summer 2011 www.gorgetillicum.ca  Gorge Tillicum Neighbourhood News

Gorge Tillicum Neighbourhood News ~ www.gorgetillicum.ca



West Gorge

Transportation
Committee Update

This summer will bring a couple
of changes to the community
that will improve pedestrian and
bike safety. Traffic speed currently
remains much higher than recom-
mended on our roads, not only leaving
pedestrians and bike riders at risk

for injury, but preventing people from
interacting on the streets with their
neighbours. The following measures
are being taken to improve the safety
on our streets and to allow residents
to walk, play, and enjoy their neigh-
bourhood!

Speed humps (slated for August

2011)

[l West Gorge is trialling a new speed
hump, on Ker Ave, designed to
allow emergency vehicles to main-
tain their speeds on the road while
slowing the regular traffic.

[1 Once tested, additional humps will
be built on Ker, Vincent, Walter,
and Davida. It is hoped that the
humps will not only decrease traffic
speed, but divert traffic from these
non-collector roads.

[ If humps are successful on Vincent,
Walter, Davida and Ker, roads west
of Dysart will be considered next
year.

Traffic circles (summer 2012)
1 Circles are in the plan for Bodega at
Vincent, Walter, and Davida.

Pinch Points (summer 2012)

[1 Pinch points (narrow points in the
road) will be put on Obed to slow
traffic on this collector road.

If you have any other suggestions for
making our roads safer, please let us
know. Or, if you are a cycling advocate
and would like to see designated bike
routes throughout our community, we
are looking at forming a BiPed work-
ing group. Please contact us at info@
gorgetillicum.ca. — Pam Loadman

WALK-IN+

iR surnsiDe FamiLy

MEDICAL CLINIC

NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED

on. 1o Fi. 1 - 30am 1o 9200pm
Sat, Sun. & Hol. 9:000m 6:00pm

101 Burnside Rd. West (between Tillicum and Harriet)

Patiently Awaiting Speedbumps

hoto by Katrinka Karpes

a route for many pedestrians and cyclists. Cyclists brave the dump

trucks, cement mixers, and impatient car drivers in order to access the
Galloping Goose. As the most direct way for children accessing five different
schools (Craigflower, Shoreline, Spectrum, St. Joseph’s, and Marigold), Admirals
Road presently does not fit the bill of a “Safe Route to School”. However, long-
ago planned improvements to the pedestrian and cycling facilities along this
road will resume this summer.

D espite the speeding cars and heavy trucks, Admirals Road remains

As evidenced by the removal of trees on the west side of Admirals, bike lanes
and sidewalks will be added from Arundel to Westing Road. Cars travelling
southbound on Admirals will have a turning lane onto Cowper. In the shadow
of this turning lane, a lighted crosswalk with refuge (similar to the one by

the Admirals Bridge) will be added just to the south of the Cowper/Admirals
intersection. The felled trees will be replaced in various available locations
throughout the neighbourhood at a 2:1 ratio.

The final phase of upgrades is hoped for next summer pending CRD and
municipal partner funding. The heavy traffic has taken a toll on the structural
integrity of the Craigflower Bridge and the bridge will need to be replaced. (At
the moment it is undergoing frequent inspections.) Saanich aims to replace the
bridge, upgrade the existing eastside sidewalk, and complete sidewalks and bike
lanes for both sides of the road during summer 2012.

Safer sidewalks and bike lanes along Admirals Road can’t come soon enough
for many who use this route. However, the speeds of heavy industrial trucks
and cars alike along this road remain a huge concern. Not only do the trucks
begin barrelling down Admirals Road as early as 5 am, but residents along
Admirals Road and adjacent streets have difficulty accessing the road safely in
their vehicles due to high speeds. As feared, the perception of a wide open road
has encouraged speeding in the area of the new Admirals Bridge. Saanich has
promised to consult with the GTCA regularly regarding the final phase, and we
will continue to push for engineered solutions to these problems.

Surprisingly, Saanich has told us that they do not receive many complaints or
concerns about speeds along Admirals Road. Especially given the upcoming

municipal election later this fall, now is the time to let both Saanich Engineering
and Council know of traffic-related concerns that you have along this road.

(Incidents of dangerous driving should also be reported to Saanich Police.)
— Karen Laberee

EXTENDED HOURS

www.burnsideclinic.ca

ALSO ON-SITE: X-RAY ¢ LAB « PHARMACY ¢ PHYSIO
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Block Earthquake and Emergency Preparation — BEEP

ecent earthquakes on the other side of the world remind us how vulnerable
we are to emergencies. Do you know what you are supposed to have in your
Emergency Kit? Is it ready?

We are intelligent, educated people. Why do we not take action? Something is miss-
ing—the step that inspires us all to be as prepared as we possibly can be. I think this
can best happen with face-to-face conversations. Where to start? How about with

the people on our block? People living together on a block have a special interest

in helping their neighbours become prepared in the event of an earthquake or other
emergency. This is a “doable” number of people with whom to have face-to-face con-
versations about becoming prepared.

This project involves one person (or more), to commit to talking to the households
on their block about becoming prepared. It’s easy and fun and a great community-
building project.

BEEP Resource Package: We have developed a resource package that we have used
on our block as a template. This package includes:

(1) A letter to your neighbours that you can personalize, describing the project and
the motivation behind it.

(2) A list of suggested supplies and ideas developed by the Saanich Emergency
Program. These are grouped into logical packages called Grab & Go kits. (#1 Basic
Survival, #2 Stay Warm & Dry, #3 Safety & Utility, #4 Important Documents, #5
7-day kit for shelter & home.)

(3) Logistical information and ideas on where to keep the kits. We having been show-
ing off our rolling garbage can as a suggested storage container—easy to move
around and waterproof.

The Process: At a neighbour’s house, we introduce the project and discuss the
content of the lists. We ask if they would like to commit to having their plan and
supplies in place by a certain time (most people pick 2 months hence). We also ask if
they would like to be called before then to ask how their preparation is going (so far
everyone has said yes!).

There are no hard and fast rules here. Make it your own! The important thing
is to inspire your neighbours to become prepared!

The letter and list of supplies outlined above are available at www.gorgetillicum.ca
— Margie Purdy

Support Your Local Businesses

n the past few years, the Gorge Tillicum community has witnessed the open-

ing of several new businesses and, unfortunately, some have not survived. More

recently, a hardware store, a bicycle shop, a nails and aesthetics salon, a hair
salon, and a health store have opened in our neighbourhood. These are fantastic
additions to our growing area and will add diversity to our retail shops and services.
Currently, we have two grocery stores, several top-notch dine-in and take-out res-
taurants, a movie theatre, a mall, massage therapists, a library, a bakery, as well as
many small retail and service businesses. We must support these local businesses
as much as possible in order to keep them running strong. This is extremely impor-
tant, not only because they expand our community, but because they employ our
families and are all within walking distance. We still have a long way to go in the
creation of a “Village Center”, but we are heading along the right track.

— Ray Farmer

Sidewalks on Dysart
Phase 1:July 2011

Sidewalks on Dysart
road will allow
pedestrians to follow
the “Greenway” from

the Gorge Waterway to
Cuthbert Holmes Park.

This work will be done in
3 phases from north to
south. Phase 1, Cuthbert
Homes Park to Cowper,
will be completed in July.
There will be a “rollover”
sidewalk next to Little
Steps Therapy Services
to allow parking in their
lot. On-road parking on
Dysart will be limited to
one side.

To further improve
pedestrian safety, a
painted crosswalk will

be added on Dysart at
Obed. We have asked for
a boulevard with trees—so
keep your fingers crossed!

For all your home and garden needs!

Burnside Home Hardware | 50 Burnside Road West, Victoria BC | 250-382-4663

Summer 2011 www.gorgetillicum.ca
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Become a
member of the
Gorge Tillicum
Community
Association

TODAY!

We are happy to have had so
many members renew at the AGM.
If you haven’t renewed yet, you
should have received a membership
renewal form in the mail. Each year
the Gorge Tillicum Community
Association mails out over 200
membership renewal forms to
its members. This is very time
consuming and costly, but most of
the renewal forms are returned with
the $5.00 per person yearly dues.
(Thank you to all of the members
who donated a little extra to cover
the postage cost.) If you don'’t get a
chance to mail your form in, stop by
the membership tent at the Gorge
Canada Day Picnic. Thank you to
all the GTCA members—you have
helped make our neighbourhood a
better place to live.

Thank you to all the GTCA
members—you have helped make
our neighbourhood a better place
to live.

Mail to:
Gorge Tillicum Community Association,
P.O. Box 44152, Victoria, BC V9A 2A0

2011 Membership Application/

Renewal
Name(s) :
Address:
Phone:
Email:
Cheque enclosed
($5/person $25/business):

$
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G.R. PEARKES RECREATION CENTRE

Summer Camp Information

earkes offers summer -

camps for everyone. Try
one of our computer camps
such as Claymation Movie
Production, 3D Animation,
Music and Video or Kiddie
“camps for preschoolers,
Crafts and Cooking, ESL
camp, Kayaking for Teens,
Magic camp, All Sorts:
of Sports for
3 to 8 year
olds, Musical
Theatre, Horse
| back riding,
. Red Cross
£ Babysitting and
Dance Camps.

Keep your
“children

and happy this
. summer. Call

Pearkes recreation
centre to register

. -.*__1_ ‘ -. B 1
PEARKES RECREATION CENTRE | 3100 Tillicum Road | Phone 475-5400

Saanich

PEARKES FACILITY SCHEDULE JULY 2" - SEPT 4™
Mon-Fri 6:00am - 9:00pm | Sat-Sun 7:00am - 6:00pm

FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONS
July 1 - Closed | July 4-8 -reduced hours | Aug 1 - Closed
Sept 3-4" 7:00am - 6:00pm | Sept 5™ 7:00am - 8:00Pm
Starting Sept 6™ 6:00am - 10:00em | Sat-Sun 7:00am - 10:00pm

Recreation

PARKS & RECREATION
Pearkes Recreation Centre

www.gorgetillicum.ca Summer 2011





