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Prior to Europeancontact,what we now call the Tillicumneighbourhoodof Saanichprovided
both shelter and food to First Nationspeople. During colonial times, it was developedas an
agriculturalregion. Surroundedby the PortageInlet to the west, the GorgeWaterwayto the
south, the Trans-CanadaHighwayto the north and the City of Victoria to the east, Tillicum
becameone of {ŀŀƴƛŎƘΩǎearliestresidentialareas. Duringthe housingboom prior to the First
World War, ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎwater serviceswere extended to the area. The Gorgewas a popular
summertimerecreationaldestination from the 1890s to the 1940s. PortageInlet and Gorge
Waterwayprovidedsubstantialfishingandmarinerecreationalopportunities,andin 1923these
areaswere designatedaspart of the VictoriaHarbourMigratory Bird Sanctuary. Overtime, the
dramatic rise in the recreationaluse of automobilescreated a demand for roadsidetourist
facilitiessuchas motels,guesthousesand servicestations. Until the completionof the Trans-
CanadaHighway,GorgeRoadwasthe primaryaccessroute to other partsof VancouverIsland.

View of Gorge Bridge with bathing house in the distance, 1915 (2010-050-824)



Saanich Official CommunityPlan 2008, Map 22 Local Areas
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First Nations canoe race on the Gorge, "The Free" bathing house in the background, 1932 (2015-017-065)



1850-1854
From 1850-1854, JamesDouglas,Chief Factor and later Governor of the HudsonBay Companycolony on
VancouverIsland,signedtreatieswith 14 Indigenousgroups. Thesedocumentsareoften referredto astheάCƻǊǘ
Victoria ¢ǊŜŀǘƛŜǎέor the ά5ƻǳƎƭŀǎTreaties.έJamesDouglasdid not explicitly use the word treaty in these
agreements,but a SupremeCourt decisionruled that theseagreementswere and remain valid treaties since
Douglas,who wasactingasanagentof the Crownat the time, arrangedthem with the Indigenouspeoples. First
Nationsargue that their ancestorsunderstoodthese as peacetreaties or agreementsof cohabitationof the
land. The British, however, interpreted these treaties as purchaseagreementsthat surrenderedlands near
HudsonBayCompanypostsin exchangefor the continuedright to hunt and fish, reservelands,anda one-time
payment. Thetext in the treatiesis quite short, andthe agreementsreachedin the fourteen treatiesarealmost
the same,exceptfor the territories referred to, the personssigning,andthe paymentamountsfor the land.

Thetreaty that coversthe area today known asTillicum wassignedby the Kosampson,and encompassedan
areawhich includedάthe whole of the lands situated and lying between the Island of the Dead, in the Arm or 
Inlet of Camoson, and the head of the said Inlet, embracing the lands on the west side and north of [the] line to 
Esquimalt, beyond the Inlet three miles of the Coliquitz Valley, and the land on the east side of the arm, enclosing 
Christmas Hill and Lake and the lands west of those objects.έ

The condition of the treaties state: ά¢ƘŜ conditions of our understanding of this sale is this, that our village sites 
and enclosed fields are to be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow 
after us and the land shall be properly surveyed hereafter. It is understood, however, that the land itself, with 
these small exceptions, becomes the entire property of the white people for ever; it is also understood that we 
are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly. We have received, as 
payment, Fifty-two pounds ten shillings sterling.έ (Full text available online through Indigenous Services Canada) 

The Gorge, 1929 (2007-196-274)



The Gorge Bridge crosses at the narrowest 
part of the Gorge Waterway and is one of 
only two connectors from Saanich into 
Esquimalt. The first record of any bridge over 
the Gorge was in 1848, when a bridge was 
created by simply laying down several logs 
over the narrows. In 1867, the logs were 
replaced by a new bridge which opened just a 
few hours before the first vǳŜŜƴΩǎ Birthday 
Regatta. It was immediately used by 
spectators eager for  a better view of the 
celebration. The next replacement came in 
1872, and this time the bridge was built with 
thicker lumber and placed higher up the bank. 
Fourth and fifth versions were constructed in 
1882 and 1899. In 1933, the wooden bridge 
was replaced with a steel-framed structure. 
Finally, the current and seventh bridge, built 
in 1967, was reinforced with concrete and 
widened to 38 feet, providing space for a 
pedestrian sidewalk. 

GorgeBridge

Thestory of the site under the GorgeBridge,astold by Songheeselder
JimmyFraserto anthropologistWilson Duff in the 1950s, relates that
the Transformer, Haals, saw a girl, Camossung, crying beside her
grandfatherat the narrows in the Gorge because she was hungry. After 
asking her about what she liked to eat, Haals stocked the inlet with her 
favourite foods and then turned the two into large boulders, creating 
the rapid and reversing falls. Embedded in the stones was some of the 
¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜǊΩǎ power, so young teens would dive into the rapids and 
swim down to touch the rocks. By this feat, they would absorb some of 
that power, show their bravery, and prepare themselves for the journey 
to adulthood. The stones of Camossung and her grandfather protected 
the resources of the Gorge because they made it impossible for 
pleasure and commercial fishing craft to pass beyond the narrows. That 
protection lasted until June 1960, when the proprietor of the Gorge 
Boathouse dynamited the rocks to allow passage.

Statue of Camossung by Frank Dobbs located in Gorge Waterway Park 
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1849

1855

James Yates, 1856 
(detail of photo in: 
The Gorge of 
Summers Gone.
D. Minaker, 1998. 
p.14)

JamesYates, a ScottishǎƘƛǇΩǎcarpenter,and his wife, Mary, cameto Victoriain
1849. A yearlater, their first childwasborn in Fort Victoria. By1859, the couple
had six more children. Yateswasoriginallyhired on a three-year contract with
HBC; later, he becamea privatewine merchant. In January1851, he securedthe
ŎƻƭƻƴȅΩǎfirst retail liquor licenseandestablisheda successfulbusiness,ShipInn
Tavernon Wharf Street. He and Mary purchasedmore than 300 acresof land
alongthe Gorge,but they transferredthe estateto localagentswhenthe family
returned to Scotlandin 1864.

Building Craigflower Bridge, ca 1933  (1982-010-006b)

Craigflower School, 1860s (2019-014-070)

In 1853, the first LegislativeAssemblyof Vancouver
Islandvoted to build two schools,one in FortVictoria
and the other near CraigflowerFarm. Craigflower
Schoolwas completed in 1855 at a cost of $4300.
The two-story building had a single classroomand
included living quarters for the teacher and the
childrenfrom outlyingareaswho boardedthere. The
total cost also coveredequipment like maps,slates,
desks,a blackboard,a wall clock,anda globe.
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1856
A version of the Craigflower Bridge on 
Admirals Road has been in place since 
about 1856. In 1933, the bridge was 
rebuilt with creosoted timber and 
concrete at the cost of $15,000. Reports 
from 2010 and 2011 found that the 
bridge carried roughly 18,000 cars every 
day, and that 42% of that traffic was not 
local to either Saanich or View Royal. In 
2013, a new project was launched to 
increase load bearing capabilities and 
address structural issues with the bridge. 
The replacement bridge cost $16.8 
million and was completed in 2014.



On May 21, 1867, the first vǳŜŜƴΩǎ Birthday 
Regatta  was held. It featured a variety of races, 
including one specifically for Chinese men. In 
recognition of the event, a civic holiday was 
called, and thousands of spectators gathered 
around the Gorge for boat racing, picnics and 
other entertainment. In 1886, the first 
illuminated boat parade was held as boats 
proceeded slowly down the Arm. This event 
later included paper lanterns on the bridges, 
boathouses and  homes along the route, and 
culminated in a huge bonfire. Fireworks were 
added to the celebration in the 1890s. Music 
was a big part of the regatta with barges full of 
musicians, and bands filling the local 
bandstands. Competitions at the regatta 
included service men, First Nations, and club 
oarsmen. First Nations canoe races, in which 
local bands raced against each other for prize 
money,  began in 1870.

Above: Water parade, Queen's Birthday 
Regatta on the Gorge, 1947 
(2010-028-008)
Left: Regatta at the Gorge, ca. 1910 
(2011-051-001)

Gorge Regatta, First Nations canoe races, 1910 (1981-013-004)

Advertisement for the first regatta
Daily Colonist, May 21, 1867

1867
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Audrey Griffin finishing 3-mile swim on the Gorge, 1923 (2012-034-015)

The Gorge Waterway is characterised by a narrow tidal channel that connects the Victoria harbour 
with the shallow, landlocked basin of Portage Inlet. From the 1890s to the 1940s, the Gorge was a 
popular local destination, providing abundant fishing and recreational opportunities. 

TheGorge

Gorge Waterway, 1973 (2015-014-093)



Diving competitions and exhibitions 
were a feature of the many swimming 
galas held on the Gorge in the early 
1900s. Huge crowds witnessed 
spectacular dives from structures with 
heights that frightened even the most 
experienced of divers. At 110 feet 
above the water, the diving tower at 
Curtis Point was  the tallest. Only two 
young men, Billy Muir and Buck 
Calder, dared to risk diving from the 
tower into fifteen feet of water.

On August 5, 1922, tragedy struck 
when nineteen-year-old Billy took his 
final dive of the day from the tower. 
Though the dive looked successful, it 
quickly became apparent that he was 
struggling to keep himself afloat in the 
water. He was pulled to shore and 
taken to hospital, where it was 
confirmed that his spinal cord had 
been crushed. Confined to a 
wheelchair, Billy Muir died  at the age 
of twenty-three.

Because of the accident, the diving 
tower was cut down to twenty-five 
feet.

Diving from the Curtis Point tower, ca.1921 (2008-017)
Daily Colonist, August 6, 1922
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During World War 1, George and Beatrice
Woodward lived at 590 Gorge Road West.
Startingin the early daysof the war, Beatrice
andher little SpitzdogMugginswere activein
fundraisingfor the war effort. Mugginssaton a
specialstandnear the BCParliamentBuildings
or walked the streets of downtown Victoria
with donationboxesharnessedto hissides. By
the end of the war, Mugginshad raisedover
$21,000, roughly$360,000 inǘƻŘŀȅΩǎcurrency.
k

For his efforts, Muggins became an
international celebrity. He was photographed
with important public figureslike the Princeof
Walesand GeneralSirArthur Currie. Postcards
bearing the little ŘƻƎΩǎimage were sent
around the world, war service medals were
awarded to him from several countries, and
fan mail was receivedfrom manyparts of the
globe. Mugginscontinuedpost-war fundraising
until hisdeathin 1920.

Muggins at his portable collection stand for the Red Cross, 1918 (2015-028-009)

590, Gorge Road West, ca. 1987 (2006-015-278a) 
The Woodward home is listed on the Saanich Heritage Inventory.

Medals, Muggins (Red Cross dog) collection, Saanich Archives



άaȅ dad survived the kill gas of Ypres, 
the bloody battles of Passchendaele and 
Vimy Ridge right up to the Hindenburg 
line. We all went to the CPR docks to 
welcome him home in 1919. My dad 
leaving, his returning, the bad news of 
his wound are all a blur in my memory, 
but in my mind, I still see that little 
white dog Muggins, tail waving jauntily, 
going proudly on his rounds collecting 
money for the Red Cross.έ 
--  Jim Ferguson, age 94
Times Colonist, 9 November 2003.

Postcard of Muggins the Red Cross Dog, ca. 1915 (2018-019-001)

Muggins with injured soldier, Esquimalt Military Hospital, 1918 (2015-028-009)aǳƎƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ƛǊ !ǊǘƘǳǊ /ǳǊǊƛŜΣ мфмф όнлмрπлнуπллрύ

Above: Esquimalt Military Hospital medal
Right: Canadian Red Cross Society medal



1914
St Martin-in-the-Fields Anglican Church was originally
called St. WǳŘŜΩǎwhen it was built in 1914. In 1923, the
name was changedto St. aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎand in 1926 a new,
larger church was built for the congregation. The older
buildingremainedasa parishhall. Thenewer churchwas
designed by architect J.C.M. Keith, who designed
numerouschurchesincludingChristChurchCathedralin
Victoria, and the CathedralChurchof the Redeemerin
Calgary. St. Martin-in-the-Fields Anglican Church, 

550 Obed Avenue, ca. 1940. (2018-024-001)

Harold Montague Diggonwas born in England,comingto Canadain
the early1900s. In 1910, he movedto Victoriaand beganworking for
the DailyColonist,wherehe worked in the advertisementdepartment
for a time, before opening his own business,the Diggon Printing
Company. There,he was known for the Ψ5ƛƎƎƻƴƛǎƳǎΩin his ads, little
witticismsto catchtheǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎeye. Duringthe war years,Diggonwas
the secondhalf of a magic-comedy duo which performed for local
fundraisingevents. From 1916 to 1918, DiggonrepresentedWard 7,
the Gorge-Tillicum area, on SaanichCouncil. He servedon the local
schoolboard and police commissioninto the 1920s. In 1919, he ran
unsuccessfullyfor Reeveof Saanich. He and his wife LucyHallat,and
their daughter Ethel, lived at 2863 ParkviewDrive from 1915 until
1940. Harold Diggon died at the age of 73 in April 1955. Saanich
Archivesholdsthe HaroldM. Diggonfonds (2007-015) which includes
documents from his time on Council, and miscellaneous
correspondence.

Harold Diggon, 1916 (detail of 1981-004-007)

1916
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Tillicum School , ca. 1920s (1983-004-001)

Daily Colonist, October 26, 1917



RichardRedwellFennSewellwasborn in 1883 in Yarmouth,England.
Hecameto Canadain 1889with his father, E.B. Sewell,a sailmaker. He
married Harriett EvaTowne in 1913, and around 1920 they moved to
Obed Avenue in the Tillicum neighbourhood. Sewell worked as a
bookkeeper,and in 1917 he wasemployedasAssessorfor the District
of Saanich. He later becamethe MunicipalClerkand remainedon staff
until 1938. After leaving Saanich he held several different roles
includingSecretaryof the Union of BCMunicipalities. RichardRedwell
Fenn Sewelldied on September10, 1961. The Sewellhome at 576
Obed, which is on the SaanichHeritage Inventory, remained in the
familyuntil about1991.

1917

Richard Redwell Fenn Sewell
(Detail of 2017-013-001)

1923
In 1912, Hector Spencer Cowper arrived in Victoria 
with his wife, Henrietta Elizabeth Hood, and their 
children. By 1914, Cowper was employed as the 
Municipal Clerk for Saanich. Later, he also served as 
Comptroller and Treasurer for the municipality, and  
Secretary to the Saanich School Board. In January 
1923, auditors discovered that Cowper had been 
embezzling funds from the municipality over a period 
of about seven years -- in total ten to eleven thousand 
dollars (roughly $264,000 in ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ dollars). He 
claimed that he considered the theft to be merely a 
loan and insisted he had always intended to pay the 
money back. He pleaded guilty on all charges, and it 
took only eight days from the discovery of the theft  to 
his arrest, trial and conviction. Cowper was sentenced 
to two years in the penitentiary. The relatively lenient 
sentence could be attributed to glowing character 
references provided by Reeve Watson, other Council 
members and staff. The /ƻǿǇŜǊǎΩ house at 523 Davida 
Ave (now on the Saanich Heritage Inventory) was 
forfeited as partial restitution. After his release from 
jail, Cowper and his family moved to Vancouver, where 
he worked as a city accountant until his retirement in 
1945. Cowper died in 1966 at the age of 89.IŜŎǘƻǊ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ /ƻǿǇŜǊΣ мфнм ό5Ŝǘŀƛƭ ƻŦ мфуоπллоπлпсύ
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1923
Originally designedas a family home by local
architectSamuelMaclure,355GorgeRoadWest
was called home by Richardά9ǊƛŎέand Alice
Stewart Hamilton. Since its construction in
1923, the property was the site of a succession
of boating-related businessesand organizations.
9ǊƛŎΩǎfather wasthe proprietor of the Causeway
Boat House,which ran a water-taxi from Wharf
Street to GorgePark. The family also ran a bus
along GorgeRoadto carry even more visitors.
TheHamiltonssoldthe housein 1924to Richard
Gilman Lyster Rodd. wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎfive sons were
boat builders and cabinetmakers who built
motor yachts and sailing vessels. The Rodd
familyownedthe propertyuntil 1947. Today,the
building is the home of the Victoria Canoeand
KayakClub.

355 Gorge Road West
Saanich Heritage Register (2008)

Gorge Municipal Bus, ca. 1925
(1984-018-001)

Wanted ad, Daily Colonist, November 3, 1912


